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FOREWORD 


The Central Institute of Indian Languages was set up on 
the 17th July, 1969 with a view to assisting and co-ordinating 
the devebpment of Indian languages. The Institute was charged 
with the responsibility of serving as a nucleus to bring together 
all the research and literary output from the various linguistic 
streams to a common head and narrowing the gap between basic 
research and developmental research in the fields of languages and 
linguistics in India. 

The Institute and its four Regional Language Centres are 
thus engaged in research and teaching which lead to the 
publication of a wide-ranging variety of materials. Preparation 
of materials designed for teaching/learning at different levels 
and suited to specific needs is one of the major areas of interest 
of the Institute. Basic research relating to the acquisition of 
language and study of language in its manifold psycho-social 
relations constitute another broad range of its interest. The 
publication will include materials produced by the members of 
the staff of the Central Institute of Indian Languages and its 
Regional Language Centres and associated scholars from 
universities and institutions, both Indian and foreign. 

The Central Institute of Indian Languages has initiated the 
Grammar series in non-literate languages in general and tribal 
languages in particular presenting a description of every such 



language in the sub-continent. This is undertaken with a view 
to producing intsructional materials necessary for learning and 
teaching the language concerned. It is also expected to be of 
interest to research workers and scholars engaged in the field of 
synchronic and diachronic study of languages. 


If these materials help solving problems, both individual and 
corporate, and help in undersanding the people speaking the 
language, then our efforts will be deemed to have been amply 
rewarded. 






Director 



PREFACE 


The tribal people in India have for long lived in isolation 
except to be exposed for exploitation. They have not participated 
to their benefit in the socioeconomic development of the country. 
To come out of their isolation, it is necessary for them to learn 
the language of the majority people around them and a number 
of them have done so. But this bridges the communication gap 
only in one way and the whole burden of building up this bridge 
is carried by the minority group. It is necessary, however, for 
developing mutual understanding and goodwill, to increase 
bidirectional communication between the tribal people and the 
majority of people of the region. For this purpose, the majority 
people, especially those who come in contact with the tribal 
people for various reasons such as civil administration, security, 
social service, trade, etc., should learn their language. The 
Grammar, which forms part of the package consisting of 
phonetic reader, bi- or trilingual dictionary and teaching 
manual is prepared to help them in their learning of the tribal 
language. 

The organisation of the Grammar is based on grammatical 
functions rather than on grammatical forms. This will help 
the new learner to find easily how the different functions, which 
he already knows and wants to express, are formalised in this 
janguage. Since this Grammar is primarily meant for pedagogical 
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purposes, theoretical discussions and justifications for a particular 
analysis are kept to a minimum. The Grammar is divided 
generally into two broad categories of noun morphology and verb 
morphology. A description of adjectives and adverbs follows 
verb morphology. The chapter on syntax describes the order of 
the constituents at the surface level. 

Though the Grammar is primarily aimed at the language 
learner and the teacher, it is hoped that it will also be useful to 
Linguists interested in typology and universal. 

Data for the Grammar were collected in the field primarily 
from one informant by elicitation through word and sentence 
lists. They were then cross-checked with some other informants. 
The description may not be exhaustive and there might be gaps. 
There might be possibilities for alternative analyses. Comments 
and suggestions passed on to us will be useful to improve our 
future publications in this series. 


E. ANNAMALAI 
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Kuvi Grammar 


But the work done on Kuvi is relatively very little. After the 
early work by Schulze and samples in Grierson’s Linguistic 
Survey of India (Vol. IV), the only recent work is a journal 
article by S. Bhattacharya and T. Burrow, which gives only a 
short vocabulary of Kuvi along with some notes. 4 So the need 
for linguistic work on Kuvi including an extensive grammar and 
dictionary cannot be exaggerated. In the words of the census 
report again “In any case for a speech community of this 
magnitude, detailed comprehensive linguistic data are any time 
commendable.” 5 

Kuvi has three main dialects. They are : 

i) The Rayagada dialect corresponding with the Rayagada, 
Narayanpatna and Gunupur subdivisions and adjacent areas. 
This area borders on the Srikakulam district of Andhra Pradesh. 

ii) The Laxmipur dialect corresponding with the Laxmipur, 
Kasipur, Nowarangpur sub-divisions and adjoining areas and 
which is in the heart of the Koraput district. The dialect is 
surrounded by Oriya. 

iii) The Dongria dialect corresponding with the Bissam- 
Cuttack and Muniguda sub-divisions and adjoining areas. The 
speakers of this dialect inhabit the upper slopes of the hills in 
that area which are a part of the Eastern Ghats. 

Dialect differences can be classified under three heads 
(i) Lexical (ii) Phonological (iii) Morphological. Kuvis in the 
Rayagada area borrow words from Telugu. Kuvis from the 
Laxmipur area borrow Oriya and the Dongria Kuvis borrow 
from both the Laxmipur and Rayagada Kuvis. Since lexical 

4 iNotes on Kuvi with a short vocabulary l.l.J. Vol.6, 1962-63 

5 R. C. Nigom, op-cit (p. 118) 
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variations are noted in the dictionary 6 they are not dealt with 
here. 


Phonological differences are : 

i) Initial and medial [ h ] in the Rayagada (R) and Dongria 
(D) dialects correspond with [ s ] in the Laxmipur (L) 
dialect. 

e. g. ho : ru so : ru ‘mountain’ 

vi : ha vi: sa ‘fly’ 

ii) Initial clusters are very frequent in the R dialect, almost 
abseni in the D dialect and the epenthetic vowel is 
optional in the L dialect. 

mra : nu (R) ma : rnu (D) ma : rnu~ mra : nu (L) 
tra : yu (R) ta : ryu (D) ta : ryu~ : tra : yu (L) 

iii) The glottal stop is very frequent in R-L dialects but 
less frequent in D dialect. 

neh? u : nehu : ^i ‘dog’ 

mar? a mara ‘wild red rat’ 

iv) The vowel [ o ] of the R and D dialects is more open 
than in the L. dialect as [ o ] 

v) The vowel [ e ] of the R dialect is more open in the 
L. dialect corresponding with [ £ ] and is even more 
open in the D dialect corresponding with [ ae ] 

Morphological Differences are 
i) Plural suffixes. 

6 Kuvi-Oriya-English Trilingual Dictionary, CIIL, Mysore. 
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a) The R. dialect has the plural allomorph -ri used 
exclusively with human masculine nouns ; — hv,-nga 
used with human masculine and some neuter nouns the 
v of the plural suffix being the same as that of the fina 1 
vowel of the singular noun stem; — ska ~ sika used 
with human feminine nouns and some neuter nouns ; 
and — ka used exclusively with neuter nonus. 

b) The L dialect has the plural allomorph - ru and - nga 
occurring in the same environmental distribution as the 
R dialect - ri and - nga, - ska occurring only with 
human fern, nouns and the same class of neuter nouns 
as in the R. dialect but elsewhere it has - ya. 

c) The D dialect has only - nga as the plural suffix 

ii) Case suffixes : 

a) The accusative case suffix is - ?a in the R dialect, 
- ?f in the L and D dialects. 

b) The dative case suffix is - ki in the R and L dia¬ 
lects, - ?I in D dialects. 

c) The genetive case suffix is - ti in the R and L 
dialects, - ni in D dialect. 

d) The instrumental - associative case suffix is - tole 
in the R and L dialects - re ? e in D dialect. 

iii) Pronouns 

a) The third person masculine human singular pro¬ 
nouns have the forms evasi, evayu, eva : nju in the 
P, L and D dialects respectively 
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d) The third person plural forms are evari in the R 
dialect and evaru in the L and D dialects. 

c) The pronominal suffixes for the 3rd person singular- 
plu. respectively, are - esi: eri in the R dialect . 
-eyu : -eru in the L. dialect and,-enju : - eru in the 
D dialect. 

d) The pronominal suffix - ayi is used in the present 
indicative with the 1st pers. plu. ind. in the R. 
dial, while - o is used in the L dialect. 

The suffix - o is used to mark the optative of the verb 
in the R. dialect as well as in the L dialect. 



ABBREVIATIONS 


acc. 

accusative 

adj. 

adjective 

alveo. 

alveolar 

caus. 

causative 

dem. 

demonstrative 

dent. 

dental 

excl. 

exclusive 

fem. 

feminine 

glot. 

glottal 

hon. 

honorofic 

imp. 

imperative 

incl. 

inclusive 

ind. 

indicative 

lab. 

labial 

masc. 

masculine 

n. 

noun 

neg. 

negative 

num. 

number 

obj. 

object 

pal. 

palacal 

p.n.g. 

person-number-gender 

pers. 

person 

pa.p. 

past participle 
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pr.p. 

present participle 

pron. pred. 

pronominal predicate 

poss. 

possessive 

plu. 

plural 

refl. 

reflexive 

ret. 

retroflex 

suf. 

suffix 

t. 

tense 

v.r. 

verb root 

R. dial. 

Rayagada dialect 

L. dial. 

Laxmipur dialect 

D. dial. 

Dongria dialect 



PHONOLOGY 


1.1. Kuvi has five short vowels of which two are front, 
two are back and one is central. Each short vowel has a 
corresponding long vowel. Hence the feature of length may be 
separated out as a distinctive phoneme. Each short and long 
vowel has a nasalized counterpart. Thus, regarding vowels, we 
may have five vowels and two co-occurrrng features, viz., length 
and nasalisation. 

1.2. There are twenty-one consonants of which nine are 
stops, two are affricates, one is a fricative, four are nasals, one 
is a lateral, two are flaps and two are semi-vowels. The stops, 
except the glottal stop, have voiced and voiceless varieties. All 
the consonants except / ?, h, r, r j have corresponding long ones 
which may be treated phonologically as geminates or cluster of 
two identical consonants. 


1.3. The following is the inventory of Kuvi phonemes. 


1.3.L Vowels: 

Front 

Central 

Back 

High 

i 


u 

Mid 

e 


0 

Low 


a 
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1.3 2. Co-articulating features: 

Length / 5 / 

Nasalization / ~ / 

1.3.3. Consonants; 



LoJ Dent 

Ret. 

Alveo Pal. Vel. Glot. 

Stop p 

b t d 

t d 
. • 

kg ? 

Affricate 



c j 

Fricative 



s 

Nasal 

m n 

n 

• 

n 

Lateral 



1 

Flap 


r 

• 

r 

Semi-vowel 

V 


y 

1.4. These phonemes are 

established on the basis of the 

contrasts given below. 



1.4.1. Vowels : 




1.4.1.1. / i/ : 

/e / 



/ imba?a / 

‘here’ 


/ ihmu / ‘twist (rope)’ 

/ emba?a / 

‘there’ 


/ ehmu / ‘pick (fruit)’ 

/ pinni / 

‘pin, nib’ 


/ ginni / ‘dining plate’ 

/ penni / 

‘cold’ 


/ ginne / ‘cymbal’ 



10 


Kuvi Grammar 


1.4. 1.2. / u / 

: /o/ 



/unda/ 

‘pulley’ 

/guhmu/ 

‘swallow’ 

/onda/ 

‘meals, food’ /gohmu/ 

‘smoke, drink’ 

1.4.1.3. / i / 

: /»/ 



/ ivi / 

‘these’ 

/ minka / 

‘fishes (pi.)’ 

/ uvi / 

‘those’ 

/ munka / 

‘urine’ 

1.4.1.4. / e / 

: /a/ 



/ehmu/ 

‘pick (fruit)’ /kerha/ ‘have’ 

/ahmu/ 

‘catch (something)’ /karha/ ‘lizard’ 

1.4.1.5. / o / 

: / a / 



/ ohmu / 

‘break’ 

/ goh?a / 

‘do not drink’ 

/ ahmu ' 

‘catch’ 

/ gah?a / 

‘do not smoke’ 

1.4. 1.6. / e / 

: / o / 



/ este? e / 

‘(I) picked it’ 


/ oste? e / 

‘(I) broke it’ 


/ gesti / 

‘(you) tore (the cloth)’ 

/ gosti / 

(you) smoked/drank’ 



1.4.2. Length: 

1.4.2.1. / i / : / i : / 

idi 

i :vari 


‘this’ 

‘this man’ 
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/ ki / 

‘for’ 

/ ki: / 

‘to do, to fish’ 

1 .4.2.2. / e / : 

/ e :/ 

/ ekhitesi / 

‘(he) loaded (the cart)’ 

/ e: khitesi / 

‘(he) opened (the mouth)’ 

/ de?! / 

‘I will open’ 

/ de:?i / 

‘I will wipe off’ 

1.4.2.3. / u / : 

/ u: / 

/ unda / 

‘pulley’ 

/ u: P a / 

‘small, little’ 

/ gunda / 

‘flour’ 

/gii.'nda / 

‘kind of tablet’ 

1.4.2.4. / o / : 

/ ° : / 

/ kore / 

‘twenty’ 

/ kortfi / 

‘cattle’ 

1.4.2.5. /a/ : 

: / a: / 

/ ayya / 

‘mother’ / rangu / ‘colour’ 

/ a:ba / 

‘father’ / ra: ngu / ‘breast’ 

1.4.3. Nasalization: 

1.4.3.1. / i / : 

/ i / 

/ ir? a / 

‘mud’ 

/ kirlyatatti / ‘beehive’ 
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/ idi / 

‘this’ 

/ beyyl / 

‘fence’ 

1.4.3.2. / i: / : / f: / 

/ mi:nu / 

‘fish’ 

/ n i: yu / 

‘oil’ 

1.4.3.3. / e / : / e / 

/ bilei / 

‘cat’ 

/ meyyi / 

‘graze (cattle)’ 

/ keyyu / 

‘hand’ 

/ beyyf/ 

‘fence’ 

1.4.3.4. / e : / : / e: / 

/ me: ku / ‘nail’ 

/ e: khi / 

/ se: ku / ‘jute’ 

/ te: ki / 

1.4.3.5. /u/ : /«/ 

/ turiya / 

‘rafter’ 

/ muyya/ 

‘tinkling bell’ 

/ uttu / 

‘camel’ 

/ mu: hu / 

‘wild monkey’ 

1.4.3. 6 . / u : / : / fi : / 

/ ku: / 

‘dislike’ 

/ ha: tteyyu: / 

‘death’ 


‘thirst’ 

‘teak’ 
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1.4.3.7. / o / : / o / 

/ kodda / 

/ koyya / 

/ osso / 

/ no:ho / 

1.4.3.8. / o : / : /o:/ 

/ ro: ? o / ‘soot’ 

/ to: to / ‘garden’ 

1.4.3.9. / a / : / a / 

/ avva / 

/ ba:ha / 

/ tayaru / 

/ kriyyanT:yu / 

1.4.3.10. /a:/ : /a:/ 

/ ruraailu / 

/ tra:yu / 

/ ja:nva / 

/ da:vai / 


‘leg’ 

‘peg (on wall)’ 

‘medicine’ 

‘nine’ 


/ ro: gomi / ‘disease’ 

/ je? o: pe:r / ‘follow’ 


‘elder brother’s wife’ 
‘arms’ 

‘ready’ 

‘honey’ 


‘handkerchief’ 

‘head’ 

‘twins’ 

‘rope (to tie animals)’ 


1.4.4. Allophonic Description and Distribution of Vowels : 

1.4.4.1. The vowels do not have any specific allophonic 
variation. They do not have any special restriction on their 
distribution, except the restriction on the sequences of two or 
more vowels. There are no vowel clusters in Kuvi except for a 
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few borrowed words like / gaunmentu / ‘government’ / gaun / 
‘gown, frock’ / bilei / ‘cat’ etc. 

L4.4.2. Length occurs with all vowels if they are not in word 
final position, though word final vowels are always phonetically 
longer than the short vowels in initial or medial syllables. 
However, length occurs in the final position in verb roots and 
when accompanied by nasalization. 

1.4.4.3. Nasalization occurs with all vowels, short and 
long, when they occur in medial and final positions with the 
following exceptions : 

/ f: /, / e: /, / o: /, / a: / do not occur in final 

position, 

/ u: / does not occur in medial position. 

1.4.5. / i / has only one allophone / i /. 

It is high, front, unrounded shprt vowel. It occurs 
initially, medially and finally. 

[ illu* ] ‘house’ 

[ nippu* ] ‘shoulder’ 

[ mir? esi- ] ‘son’ 

1.4.5.1. / e / has only one allophone / e /. 

It is a high mid front unrounded short vowel. It occurs 

in all three positions, viz., initially, medially, finally. 


[ emba?a- ] 
[ kelhr ] 

[ gede 1 ] 


‘there’ 

‘feather’ 

‘she-buffalo’ 
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1.4.5.2. / u / has only one allophone [uj. 

It is a high back rounded short-vowel. It occurs initially, 
medially and finally. 

[ ulli- ] ‘onion’ 

[ turiya ] ‘rafter’ 

[ onpu- ] ‘memory’ 

1.4.5.3. / o / has only one allophone [o]. 

It is a high mid back rounded short vowel and occurs 
initially, medially and finally. 

] onpu- ] ‘memory’ 

[ toknr ] ‘marsh’ 

[ moggo- ] ‘bud’ 


1.4.5.4. / a / has only one allophone [a]. It is a central 
low unrounded short vowel. It occurs initially, medially and 
finally. 


L anga- ] 

[ kannu- ] 
[ herra- ] 


‘body’ 

‘eye’ 

‘fodder’ 


1.4.6. Vowel length occurs with all vowels when they 
occur in word initial and medial positions. 


1.4.6.1. / i: / has one allophone [ i : ] 


[ i: nju- ] 

' ti: coni- J 


‘today’ 

‘sponge gourd’ 
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1.4.6.2. / e : / has one allophone [ e : ] 

[ e: yu* ] ‘water’ 

[ ge: nr ] ‘ladder’ 

1.4.6.3. / u : / has one allophone [ u : ] 

[ u: na- ] ‘small’ 

[ ku: du* ] ‘wall’ 

1.4.6.4. / o : / has one allophone [ o : ] 

[ o: ra ] ‘furrow’ 

[ to: lu ] ‘skin, hide’ 

1.4.6.5. / a : / has one allophone [ a : ] 

[ a: ku ] ‘leaf’ 

[ kra: ndu ] ‘mongoose’ 

1.4.7. Nasalization occurs with all vowels when they 
in medial and final positions. Exceptions are mentioned 
1.4.4.3. 

1.4.7.1. / * / has one allophone [ T ] 

[ hTye: ni ] ‘shade’ 

[ sahi ] ‘porcupine’ 

1.4.7.2. / i : / has noe allophone[i] 

[nl:yu] ‘oil’ 


are 

in 
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1.4.7.3. / e / has one allophone [ e j 

[ beyyi ] ‘fence' 

00 

[ ro: lehe ] ‘similar’ 

^ «■* 

1.4.7.4. / e: / has one allophone [ e: ] 

[ te: ki ] ‘teak’ 

00 00 

1.4.7.5. / u / has one allophone [ u ] 

*0 m 0 

[ muyya ] ‘tinkling bell’ 

[ ni: yu ] ‘oil’ 

\ -mt■ 00 

1.4.7.6. / u: / has one allophone [ u: ] 

m 0 

[ ha:tteyyu: ] ‘death’ 

*0 / +0 

1.4.7. /of has one allophone [ o ] 

00 *0 

[ koyya ] ‘peg (on wall)’ 

00 

[ ossoho ] ‘medicines’ 

00 00 

1.4.7.8. / o: / has one allophone [ o: ] 

00 

[ to: to ] ‘garden’ 

00 

[ je? o:pe:r ] ‘follow (a person)’ 

00 00 

1.4.7.9. / a / has one allophone [ a ] 


] mahnihi ] 
00 00 

[ muyya ] 


‘ghosts near graves’ 
‘tinkling bell’ 
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1.4.7.10. / a: / has one allophone [ a: J 


[ tra: yu ] 

1.5. Consonants: 

1.5.1. Stops: 

1.5.1.1. / p / : / b / 

/ pa: lu / 

/ ba: lu / 

/ pa: pu / 
/ pa: bu / 

1.5.1.2. / t / : / d / 

/ la: ti / 

/ ta: di / 

1.5.1.3. / t / : / / 

/ takka- / 
/ cjakka / 

/ ku: ta / 

/ ku:<Ja / 

1.5.1.4. / t/ : / t / 

/ tangi / 

/ tangva / 


‘head' 


‘milk’ 

\ • • 

‘bear’ 

‘false, sin’ 

‘father’s younger brother’ 


‘sun, heat’ 
‘grand father’ 


‘rupee’ 

‘famous person’ 

‘fist length’ 
‘cage’ 


‘sister’ 

‘axe’ 
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/ ha: ta / 

/ ha: ta / 

‘cubit’ 

‘weekly market’ 

1.5.1.5. 

Id/ 

: /♦/ 



■ 

/ do: ru / 

/ <Jo: ri / 

‘name’ 

‘rope’ 

1.5.1. 6. 

/ k / 

•• / g / 




/ ku: ja / 

/ gu:fa / 

‘family name’ 

‘hut’ 



/ ba: ka / 

/ ba: ga / 

‘curse’ 

‘share, part’ 

1.5.1.7. 

/ k / 

: /?/ 




/ marka / 

/ mar? a / 

‘stain’ 

‘kind of wild cat’ 



/ herka / 

/ her? a / 

‘yoke, pair of bullocks’ 

‘sweet made of flour 
and jaggery’ 

1.5.1. 8. 

/ k / 

: /h/ 




/ ki: du / 

/ hi: du /. 

‘do (imp)’ 

‘give (imp)’ 



/ u: kimu / 

/ u: himu / 

‘blow (pipe)’ 

‘plant 
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1.5.1.9. / h / : /?/ 


/ ko: dihl / 

• # 

‘bullocks' 

/ ko: di ? T / 

‘bullock (acc)’ 

/ gerdehe / 

‘she-bufifaloes’ 

/ ge:de? e / 

‘she buffalo (acc)’ 

1.5.1.10 / ? / : / <j> / 

/ goh ? o / 

‘cashew fruit’ 

/ goho / 

‘wheat’ 

/ mar ? a / 

‘wild red rat’ 

/ mara / 

‘lay down (pa. p.) 

1.5.2. Affricates 

1. 5.2.1. / c / : /j 

/ ci: ni / 

‘sugar’ 

/ ji: nu / 

‘saddle’ 

/ ti: coni / 

‘sponge gourd’ 

/ nijiri / 

‘truly’ 

1.5.3. Fricatives 

• 

1.5.3.3.1. / s / : / h / 

/ sa:ta / 

‘seven’ 

/ ha:ta / 

‘cubit’ 

/ sappuri / 

‘sound’ 

/ heppuir / 

‘broom’ 
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1.5.4. 

Flaps 


1.5.4.1. 

/ r / : / r / 



/ do: ri / 

‘swing’ 


/ do: ri / 

‘thread, rope’ 


/ karha / 

‘lizard’ 


/ karha / 

‘swim (pa.p.)’ 

1.5.4.2. 

/ r / : / 4 / 



/ ta:<Ji / 

‘blister’ 


/ ta:ri / 

‘banana’ 


/ na:<Ja / 

‘stem of leaf’ 


/ na:ja / 

‘canal’ 

1.5.4.3. 

/ r / : /1 / 



/ rangna / 

‘unmarried person’ 


/ tarigya / 

‘axe’ 


/ ta: ri / 

‘banana’ 


/ ta: ti / 

‘palmyra’ 

1.5.5. Nasals 


1.5.5.5.1 

/ n / : / n / 



/ ka: na / 

‘dam’ 


/ ka: na / 

‘blind' 


/ se: na / 

‘sharpen (pa.p) 


/ sa: ija / 

‘pea T 
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1.5.5.2 / n / : / n / 

/ ka: na'/ 

/ ga:fia / 

1.5.5. 3 / n / : / ft / 

/ angu / 

/ angu / 

1.5.5.4. / m / : / n / 

/ tim^i / 

/ tindi / 

/ ma: ma / 

/ tana / 

1.5.5.5. / m / : / ft / 

/ ga:ma / 

/ ga:fta / 

1.5.5.6. / m / : / o / 

/ ma: ma / 

/ ma: na / 

1.5.6. Laterals 

1.5.6.1. / r / : / 1 / 

/ roggo / 

/ laggo / 


‘dam’ 

‘astonishment’ 


‘sweet’ 

‘beauty’ 

‘small drum’ 

‘tin’ 

‘uncle’ 

‘he, she, it (reft)’, ‘measure’ 


‘sweet’ 

‘astonishment’ 


‘uncle’ 

‘measure’ 


‘disease’ 
‘upon, above’ 
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/ gi: ra / 

Mine* 

/ ki: la / 

‘straw’ 

1.S.7 Semi-vowels 

l.S.7.1. / y / : / v / 

/ e:yu / 

‘water’ 

/ ji:vu / 

‘affection, love 

1.5.8. Gemination: 

1.5.8.1. / p / : / PP / 

/ ke: pi / 

‘make’ 

/ ke: ppi / 

‘carve’ 

/ sa: pu / 

‘smooth’ 

/ su: ppu / 

‘tube’ 

1. 5.8.2. / b / : / bb / 

/ le: bu / 

‘price’ 

/ dabbu / 

‘wealth’ 

1.5.8.3. / t / : / tt / 

/ ta: ta / 

‘grandfather’ 

/ ha: tte / 

‘she / it died' 

/ ha: ta / 

‘cubit 

/ a: ttiya / 

‘birth' 
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1.5.8.4. 

/ d / : / dd / 



/ gadi / 

‘room’ 


/ gaddi / 

‘throne’ 

1.5.8.5. 

/ J / : / / 



/ pa : ta / 

‘slate’ 


/ pa: tta / 

‘girdle’ 

1.5.8.6 

/ d / : / 44 / 



/ ho:4inileheki / 

‘as if to enter 


/ a. - 44i n il e heki / 

‘as if to endure’ 


/ kalaba4i / 

‘defy’ 


/ itikibe44 e / 

‘brick’ 

1.5.8.7. 

/ k / : / kk / 



/ jakala / 

‘eventhough’ 


/ jakkala / 

‘ignorant person 

1.5.8.8. 

/ g / : / gg / 



/ pogiri / 

‘boast’ 


/ kuggori / 

‘sparrow’ 


/ ro:gomi / 

‘disease’ 


/ maggomi / 

‘loom’ 

1.5.8.9. 

/ c / : / cc / 



/ muciki:mu / 

/ mucciki:mu / 


‘close (a bag)’ 
‘plug (a leak)’ 
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/ la: ci / 

‘measure (pr.pa.)’ 


/ la: cci / 

‘wash (pr.pa.)’ 

1.5.8.10 

m : /ii / 



/ ma: ji / 

'ripen' 


/ a: jji / 

‘hail’ 


/ gajomi / 

‘yard’ 


/ kajjiti / 

‘cowardice’ 

1.5.8.11. 

/ v / : / w / 



/ eva / 

‘those’ 


/ avva / 

‘elder brother’s wife 


/ korava / 

‘fat’ 


/ huwa / 

‘small well’ 

1.5.8.12. 

/ m / : / mm / 



/ do: mate:ra / 

‘mosquito net' 


/ kommami:Ia / 

‘twig’ 


/ samudromi / 

sea 


/ emminayi / 

‘where’ 

1.5.8.13. 

/ n / : / nn / 



/ tona / 

‘jack fruit stalk’ 


/ donna / 

‘cup made of leaved 


/ danomi / 

‘wealth’ 


/ sannomi / 

‘lean’ 
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1.5.8.14. / ij / : / nn* / 

/ punimbiki: mu / ‘spread out’ 

f kannugi: tiki: mu / ‘wink’ 


1.5.8.15. /n/ : / Jm / 

/ sanasarri / 

/ annapa: j-a / 

1.5.8.16. / 1 / : / U / 

/ bo?ala / 

/ balla / 

/ re ? ila / 

/ dolla / 

1.5.8.17. ; y / : yy / 

i addeyi / 

/ neyy~j / 

/ tariya / 

/ ayya / 

1.5.9. Allophonic Description 
nants: 


‘rich man’ 
‘yard’ 


‘lung’ 

‘slate’ 

‘yesterday’ 

‘stick’ 


‘cross’ 

‘germinate’ 

‘dining plate' 

‘mother, woman' 

and Distribution of Conso- 


1.5.9.1. Kuvi is a vowel ending language and so the occur¬ 
rence of consonants in word final position is very rare. 
If at all they occur, it is only in loan words, onomato¬ 
poeic words, and bound morphemes. Therefore the 
environments given below generally exclude word- 
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final position. Allophonic variation is very rare and 
is given where it does occur. 

1.5. 9.2. / p / has the allophone [ p ] 

It is a voiceless bilabial stop. It occurs in the following 
environments. 

r 

i) initially before vowels. 

[ pa: cu ] ‘song’ 

ii) initially in clusters 

[ pro: ndo ] ‘grasshopper’ 

iii) medially between vowels. 

[ ti: pa J ‘sweet’ 

iv) medially in gemination 

[ kappa ] ‘frog’ 

v) medially after homorganic nasal. 

[ ka:mpi ] ‘scald’ (pr. p.) 

vi) medially in clusters. 

[ apka^unga ] ‘quiver’ 

1.5.9.3. / b / has the allophone [ b ] 

It is a voiced bilabial stop occurring in the following 
environments, 
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i) initially before vowels. 

[ bilei ] 

ii) initially in clusters 

[ bne: komi ] 

iii) medially between vowels 

[ sara: bu ] 

iv) medially in gemination 

[ tibba ] 


‘cat’ 


‘kind of cucumber’ 


‘carpenter’ 


‘rust’ 


v) medially after homorganic nasal 

[ bi: mbi ] ‘gnat’ 

vi) medially in clusters 

[ habda ] ‘sound’ 

1.5.9.4. / t / has the allophone [ t ]. 

It is a voiceless dental stop. It occurs in the following 
environments. 

i) initially before vowels. 

[ ti: pa ] ‘sweet’ 


ii) initially in clusters 


[ tre: lu j 
[ tra: na ] 


‘cream’ 

‘heart’ 
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iii) 

medially between vowels. 



[ ba:tu ] 

‘duck’ 


[ po:tu ] 

‘male animal’ 

iv) 

medially in gemination 



[ ettu ] 

‘height’ 

v) 

medially after homorganic nasal 


[ banti J 

‘ball’ 


[ mantri ] 

‘minister’ 

vi) 

medially in clusters 



[ na:tya ] 

‘grandson’ 


[ koj-ta ] 

‘gram’ 

1.5.9.5. 

/ d / has the allophone [ d ]. 


It is the voiced dental stop. It < 

occurs 

i) 

initially before vowels. 



[ danomi ] 

‘wealth’ 

ii) 

initially in clusters 



[drunji ] 

‘get stuck (pr.p.)’ 

iii) 

medially between vowels 



[ gadi ] 

‘room’ 

IV) 

medially in gemination 



[ gaddi ] 

‘throne* 

v) 

medially after homorganic nasal 


[ anderi ] 

L a 

‘darkness’ 

vi) 

medially in clusters 



[ kudgu ] 

‘thigh, hindleg of animal’ 



30 


Kuvi Grammar 


1.5.9.6. ft/ has one allophone [ t ] 

It is a voiceless retroflex stop. It occurs in the environ¬ 
ments given below. 

i) initially before vowels 

[ ta:<Ji ] ‘blister’ 

ii) initially in cluster 

[ tnimesi ] ‘(he) twists the 

moustache’ 

iii) medially between vowels 

[ to:to ] ‘garden’ 

iv) medially in gemination 

[ jatta ] ‘plait’ 

v) medially after homorganic nasal 

{ ganta [ ‘hour’ 

vi) medially in clusters 

[ itke:p ] ‘storey’ 

1.5.9.7. / d / has one allophone [ $ } 

It is a voiced retroflex stop. It occurs in the following 
environments. 

i) initially before vowels. 

[ d a bbu ' ' wealth 
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ii) 

initially in clusters 



[ <Jro:gi ] 

‘mushroom growing on 



tree-trunks’ 

m 

medially between vowels 



[ ta:<Ji ] 

‘blister’ 

iv) 

medially in gemination 



[ adtfe ] 

‘cross’ 

v) 

medially after homorganic nasal 


[ jenda 3 

‘flag’ 

vi) 

medially in clusters 



[ ma^ta ] 

‘fold’ 

1.5.9.8. 

/ k / has one allophone [ k ]. 


It 

is the voiceless velar stop. It 

occurs in the environ- 

mcnts given below. 


i) 

initially before vowels 



[ ka:wa ] 

‘crow’ 

ii) 

initially in clusters 



% 

[ kra:ndu ] 

‘hare’ 

111) 

medially between vowels 



[ pi:ka ] 

cigar 
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iv) 

medially in gemination 



[ okkapaifa ] 

‘bathroom’ 

v) 

medially after homorganic nasal 


[ penku ] 

‘file’ 

vi) 

medially in clusters 



[ nakta ] 

‘bed bug’ 

1.5.9.9. 

/ g / has the allophone [ g ]. 


It is the voiced velar stop. It 
environments. 

occurs in the following 

i) 

initially before vowels. 



[ ga:da ] 

‘latch, hinge’ 

it) 

initially in clusters 



[ gra:hn ] 

‘crocodile’ 

hi) 

medially between vowels 



[ ta:ga ] 

‘sunshine’ 

iv) 

medially in gemination 



[ kuggori j 

‘sparrow* 

V) 

medially after homorganic nasal 


[ anga ] 

‘body’ 

vi) 

medially in clusters 

[ bojrga J 

‘stick' 
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1.5.9.10. 

/ ? / has one allophone [ 

? 


It is called the glottal stop, 
environments. 

It occurs in the 

following 

i) 

medially between vowels. 




[ ro:?o ] 

soot’ 



[ re?ila ] 

‘yesterday’ 


ii) 

medially in clusters 




[ ir?a ] 

‘mud’ 



[ mar?a ] 

wild red cat’ 


1.5.9.11. 

/ c / is the voiceless alveolar affricate. It has the 
allophones [ c ] which is a voiceless palatal affricate and 
[ c ] which is an alveolar affricate. 

[ c ] occurs 



i) 

initially before vowels 




[ ci:ni ] 

‘sugar 


») 

medially between vowels 




[ ba:ca ] 

‘blame’' 


iii) 

medially in gemination 




[ kaccakuppi ] 

‘scorpion’ 


tc 

] occurs 



IV) 

medially after nasal 




[ kunci ] 

‘lock’ 
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1.5.9.12. / j / is the voiced alveolar affricate. It has the 

allophones [ j ] which is a voiced palatal affricate and 
[ j ] which is an alveolar affricate. 


[j] 

occurs 


i) 

initially before vowels 



[ jantu ] 

‘animal’ 

ii) 

medially between vow'els 



[ gajomi ] 

‘yard’ 

iii) 

medially in gemination 



[ kajja ] 

‘big’ 

iv) 

medially in clusters 



[ surjupu:yu ] 

‘sunflower’ 

m 

occurs 


v) 

medially after nnsal 



\/ 

[ manjuti ] 

‘wrinkle’ 

M3. 

/ m / has the allophone 

[ m ]. 

It is 

a voiced bilabial nasal. 1 

[t occurs 

0 

initially before vow'eis 



[ mungeli ] 

‘nose’ 

ii) 

initially in clusters 



[ mra:nu ] 

‘tree, wood 

iii) 

medially between vowels 



[ ga:ma ] 

‘sweat’ 
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iv) medially in gemination 

[ dommu ] ‘bone’ 

v) medially before homorganic stop 

[ ambu ] ‘arrow’ 

vi) medially in clusters 

[ kamla ] ‘orange’ 

1.5.9.14. /n/ is the voiced alveolar ,nasal. It has the 
allophones [ n ] which is the voiced dental nasal, [ n ] 
which is the alveolar nasal and [ n ] which is the 
palatal nasal. 

[ n ] occurs 

i 

i) initially before vowels 
[ naromi ] 

ii) medially between vowels 
[ ji:nu ] 

iii) medially in gemination 

[ kannu ] 

iv) medially in clusters 

[ barna ] 

[ n ] occurs 

v) before the dental stop 

[ anderri ] 


‘brain’ 

‘saddle’ 

‘eye’ 

‘lines on the cobra’s 
head’ 


‘darkness’ 



36 


Kuvi Grammar 


[ n ] occurs 

vi) before the homorganic affricate 

l pancadarra ] ‘sugar’ 

1.5.9.15. / n / has the allophone [ 5 ]. 

It is the retroflex nasal. It occurs 

i) medially between vowels 

[ jarleni ] ‘sieve with big holes’ 

ii) medially before homorganic stop 

[ unda ] ‘pulley’ 

iii) medially in clusters 

[ ja:nwa ] ‘twin’ 

1.5.9.16. / n / has the allophone [ n ]. 

It is the voiced velar nasal. It occurs in the envirrnments 
given below. 

i) medially in gemination 

[ banna:ra ] ‘gold’ 

ii) medially before homorganic stop 

1 anga ] ‘body’ 

iii) medially in clusters 

[ mulna ] ‘drumstick’ 

1.5.9.17. / v / is a voiced labio-dental fricative. It has the 

allophones [ w' ] which is a voiced bilabial semi-vowel 
and [ v ] which is a labio-dental fricative. 

[ v ] occurs in the following environments. 

i) initially before vow'els 

[ ve:h$i ] ‘hot’ 
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ii) initially in clusters 

[ vra:li ] ‘wither (pr.p.)’ 

iii) medially between vowels when the vowel succeeding is 
fronted 

[ juverri ] ‘yoke’ 

[ w ] occurs 

iv) medially between vowels when the vowel succeeding is 
back or central. 

[ ji:wu ] ‘affection, love’ 

v) medially in clusters 

[ sa:wka:ri ] ‘money-lender’ 

vi) finally 

[ pa:w ] ‘quarter of a measure’ 

1.5.9.18. / s / is the voiceless alveolar fricative. It has the 

allophones [ s ] which is a voiceless alveolar fricative 
and [ § ] which is a retroflex fricative. 

[ s ] occurs 

i) initially before vowels 

[ sa:so ] ‘wife’s elder sister’ 

ii) initially in clusters 

[ sringiseppa ] ‘ring worn on middle toe’ 

iii) medially between vowels 

[ evasi ] ‘he (distant)’ 

iv) medially in gemination 

[ osso ] ‘medicine’ 

v) medially in clusters 

[ kusti ] 


‘wrestling’ 
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iv) 

medially in gemination 



[ osso ] 

‘medicine 4 

V) 

medially in dusters 



[ kusti ] 

‘wrestling’ 

Vi) 

finally 



[ po:lis ] 

‘police’ 

[ s . 

] occurs 


vii) 

before retroflex stop 



[kastomi ] ‘difficulty’ 


1.5.9.19. / h / has the allophone [ h ] 

It is a glottal fricative. It occurs 

i) initially before vowels 

[ herra ] ‘fodder’ 

ii) medially between vowels 

[ jo:raha ] ‘marriage messenger’ 

iii) medially in clusters 

[ kehla ] ‘petal’ 

1.5.9.20. / 1 / has the allophones [ 1 ], [ ] 

[ 1 ] is the voiced alveolar lateral. [ 1 ] is the voiced 
retroflex lateral 

[ 1 ] occurs 

i) initially before vowels 

[ lo:ku ] ‘people’ 

ii) medially between vowels 

[ telivi ] ‘clever’ 

iii) medially in gemination 

[ vellu ] 


‘bow’ 
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iv) 

medially in clusters 



[ orli ] 

‘rat’ 

[ \ ] occurs 


v) 

before or after retroflex 

stop. 


[ potlaka:ya ] 

‘snake gourd 


[ ba:jti ] 

‘bucket’ 

1.5.9.21. 

/ r / has the allophone [ r ]. 

It is 

a voiced alveolar flap. 

It occurs 

i) 

initially before vowels 



[ rungu ] 

‘colour’ 

ii) 

medially between vowels 


[ ko:ru ] 

‘scraper’ 

iii) 

medially in clusters 



[ parpu ] 

‘bed’ 

iv) 

in initial clusters 



[ kri:yu ] 

‘ear’ 

1.5.9.22. 

/ r / has the allophone 

[ f ] 

It is 

a voiced retroflex flap. 

It occurs 

i) 

initially before vowels 



[ Ti rvirika ] 

‘cold’ 

ii) 

in initial clusters 



[mra:lu ] 

‘hare’ 

iii) 

medially in clusters 



[ korga ] 

‘tender leaf’ 


1.5.9.23. / y / has the allophone [ y ]. 

It is the voiced palatal semi-vowel. It occurs 

i) medially between vowels 

[ e:yu ] ‘water’ 

ii) medially in gemination 

[ ayya ] 


‘mother’ 
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iv) 

medially in clusters 



[ orli ] 

‘rat’ 

[ 1 ] occurs 


v) 

before or after retroflex 

stop. 


[ potlakarya ] 

‘snake gourd 


[ ba:lti ] 

‘bucket’ 

1.5.9.21. 

/ r / has the allophone [ r ]. 

It is 

a voiced alveolar flap. 

It occurs 

i) 

initially before vowels 



[ rungu ] 

‘colour’ 

ii) 

medially between vowels 


[ ko:ru ] 

‘scraper 

iii) 

medially in clusters 



[ parpu ] 

‘bed’ 

iv) 

in initial clusters 



[ kri:yu ] 

‘ear’ 

1.5.9.22. 

/ r / has the allophone 

[ f ] 

It is 

a voiced retroflex flap. 

It occurs 

i) 

initially before vowels 



[ rT :virika ] 

‘cold’ 

ii) 

in initial clusters 



[mra:lu ] 

‘hare’ 

iii) 

medially in clusters 



[ korga ] 

‘tender leaf’ 


1.5.9.23. / y / has the allophone [ y ]. 

It is the voiced palatal semi-vowel. It occurs 

i) medially between vowels 

[ e:yu ] ‘water’ 

ii) medially in gemination 

[ ayya ] 


‘mother’ 
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1.5.10.1. Examples of two 
geminates) 

1.5.10.2. / p / 
pp kappa 
pt kupta 
pk apka 

p? go:rugo:p?eri 
pn tipni 
pi sipla 
pr pro:ndo 

PF PF a:I i 
ph daphine 
pd apdarlu 

1.5.10.3. / b / 

bb sabbu 

bg tubgi 

bn bneikomi 

br te:bri 

bd habda 

br habra 
• • 

bd keb^a 
bl pajji tubli 

1.5.10.4 / t / 

tp jatpuri 
tt ettu 

tk vetki a:himanne 
t? ka:rini sit?eri 


consonant clusters (including 


‘frog’ 

‘leaves, bush’ 

‘arrows’ 

‘nail disease’ 

‘tiffin’ 

‘chips of wood’ 

‘grasshopper’ 

‘hive of bumblebee’ 

‘(it) is broken’ 

‘papad’ 

‘soap’ 

‘small tiger’ 

‘cucumber’ 

‘left’ • 

‘sound’ 

‘crowbar’ 

‘wild buffalo’ 

‘small tiger’ 

‘golden ornament worn in hair’ 
‘height’ 

‘(it) is fluttering’ 

‘species of mouse’ 



.5.10. Clusters: 

In Kuvi consonant clusters are quite frequent both initially and intervocalically. The following chart illustrates the 
ombination of consonants in clusters. Q stands for the first and C s for the second consonant of a cluster. 
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tl 

potle?esi 

‘father-in-law’ 

tr 

trama 

‘heart’ 

tr 

tre:lu 

‘cream’ 

ty 

na:tya 

‘grandson’ 

th 

ka:thiki:ne 

‘(she) makes to boil’ 

!• / 

d / 


dd 

adda 

‘half’ 

dg 

kudgu 

“thigh, hindleg' 

d? 

med?e:ni 

‘noon’ 

dm 

podmapu:yu 

‘lotus’ 

dv 

gudva 

‘flame’ 

dr 

vi:hkadro:gi 

‘lizard’ 

dy 

badyagorri 

‘castrated he-goat’ 

dl 

podli 

‘swell (as grain)’ (pr.p.) 


1 . 5 . 10 . 6 . ft/ 


tt 

jatta 

‘plait’ 

tk 

itke:ri 

‘storey’ 

t? 

kat?eri 

‘kind of wild gourd’ 

tl 

mu:tla 

‘hammer’ 

rr 

ka:tri 

‘knife’ 

tn 

tnitesi 

‘(he) twirled moustache’ 

th 

u:thite 

‘(she/it) drank’ 


hatva 

‘spoon’ 

ty 

tr a :yupatya 

‘parting of hair’ 

tp 

patpa 

‘fly on cattle’ 

. / 

d / 


dd 

ga:dde 

‘ass’ 


adde 

‘across’ 
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dg 

adgumanji 

‘raw rice’ 

di 

tedli 

‘waist’ 

dr 

drahli 

‘torn cloth’ 

dy 

tatfya 

‘dining plate’ 

dt 

madta 

‘fold’ 

dp 

ku^pu 

‘ornament worn in woman’s 

hair’ 

dv 

dappu madva 

‘rim of drum’ 

dk 

padki ja:ndu 

‘wild grass’ 


1.5.10.8. / k / 


kt 

nakta 

‘bed bugs’ 

kd 

kakdormi 

‘armlet worn by men’ 

kk 

akku 

‘ancestor’ 

k? 

tik?o:ni 

‘hip, buttock’ 

kc 

ge:kci 

‘bird resembling partridge’ 

kn 

knu:ne 

‘(sun) sets’ 

kv 

ko:kva 

‘comb’ 

kh 

ekhiiesi 

‘(he) loaded (the cart) 

kl 

kokli 

‘dried fish’ 

kr 

dokri 

‘wife’ 

k r 

kra:?ni 

‘tiger’ 

ky 

rokya 

‘protection’ 

ks 

goksa 

‘kind of fish’ 

. / 

g / 


gg 

kuggori 

‘sparrow’ 

gr 

gra:hu 

‘crocodile’ 

gr 

grihpite 

‘she/it made to slip’ 

gn 

gnaphima? 

‘(1) am jumping across’ 

Sd 

kag<^a 

‘sickle to cut bushes’ 



Ph onology 
1.5.10.10. / o / 
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cc 

icci 

‘small’ 

cm 

cocma 

‘spectacles’ 

cy 

pacya 

‘dhoti’ 

cn 

cecnapa:ta 

‘rock’ 

cr 

kacri 

‘court, king’s palace’ 

1 5 10.11. 

/ j / 


jj 

kajja 

‘big’ 

jr 

kajruka.'ru 

‘liquor collected from date palm 

1.5.10.12- 

/m/ 


mp 

rompkori 

‘cough’ 

mb 

ambu 

‘arrow’ 

md 

samduri 

‘ocean’ 

md 

kumda 

‘pumpkin’ 

mm 

dominu 

‘bone’ 

mn 

mna:kci 

‘mouse’ 

ml 

kamla 

‘orange’ 

mr 

mra:nu 

‘tree’ 

mr 

mra:lu 

‘hare’ 

mt 

simla 

‘screw-pine’ 

ms 

gamsa 

‘hand towel’ 

mk 

komka 

‘horns’ 

1.5.10.13. 

/n / 

* 

nt 

de:varomunta 

‘decorated pot’ 

nd 

anderi 

‘darkness’ 

nk 

banka 

‘gum’ 

nc 

kunci 

‘lock’ 

nj 

ka:nju 

‘stick with load at either end’ 

nn 

kannu 

‘eye’ 
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ny 

donya 

‘coriander’ 

n? 

kan?e:rika 

‘tears’ 

np 

ganpa mullu 

‘hook to catch fish’ 

1.5.10.14. 

Ini 


nt 

ganta 

‘clock, time’ 

ntf 

munda 

‘pillar’ 

nk 

kanka 

‘eyes’ 

nc 

pa: nee 

‘jackfruit’ 

n? 

pa:n?i 

‘old’ 

ns 

mans! 

‘man’ 

nh 

menha 

‘man, husband’ 

pv 

ja:nva 

‘twins’ 

nb 

banbiki:te 

‘made to escape’ 

nm 

pa:nmite 

‘(it) crumbled’ 

nt 

kontarnga 

‘gram* 

ng 

to:ngite 

‘(she) shook and spilt water 
from pot’ 

1.5.10.15. 

Ini 


ng 

anga 

‘body’ 

nn 

banna:ra 

‘gold’ 

nk 

penku 

‘file’ 

1.5.10.16. 

/v/ 


vt 

kevtu 

‘fisherman’ 

vd 

juruvdoika 

‘pot for preparing gruel’ 

vn 

ku_ijala:vni 

‘chameleon’ 

vv 

avva 

‘elder brother’s wife’ 

vr 

vri:hkadro:gi 

‘lizard’ 

vd 

juruvdonna 

‘cup made of leaves 

vk 

sa:vka:ri 

“money lender’ 

vl 

de:vlomi 

‘temple’ 
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1.5.10.17. 

/ s / 

st 

kastomi 

St 

ru:sta 

sp 

vi:spala?esi 

sk 

kaske:ri 

ss 

osso 

sr 

husre?esi 

1.5.10.18. 

/ 1 / 

Ip 

palpu 

lk 

holka 

lg 

dulgite 

1? 

mil?a:nu 

lm 

balmi?e 

lfi 

mulna 

lh 

kalhine 

11 

vellu 

It 

kolta 

lb 

go:yatulbu 

iy 

jalyahukka 

Is 

tulsi 

1.5.10.19. 

/ r / 

rb 

parbu 

rh 

errhite 

ry 

dairyam 

rp 

darpeni 

rt 

parti 

rd 

varda 

rt 

kuifti 

rd 

ku:r<Ja 

rk 

marka 

rg 

korgo 


‘difficulty’ 

‘smooth’ 

‘beggar’ 

‘centipede’ 

‘medicine’ 

‘husband’s elder brother’ 

‘rope to tie animals to peg’ 
‘ovens’ 

‘(she/it) made to fall’ 
‘afternoon, evening’ 

‘by force’ 

‘drumstick’ 

‘she/ it meets’ 

‘bow’ 

‘size' 

‘grass for horse’ 

‘comet’ 

‘basil’ 

‘festival’ 

‘sifted’ 

‘courage’ 

‘mirror’ 

‘cotton’ 

‘flood’ 

‘type of barn’ 

/ 

‘stalk of plant’ 

‘stain’ 

f big hollow in tree’ 
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r? 

mar?a 

‘wild cat’ 

rc 

kurci 

‘chair’ 

rg 

ta:kugurgu 

‘tender portion in stone of fruit’ 

rm 

karmula 

‘orphan’ 

rn 

korna 

‘scraper’ 

rn 

karna 

‘person of karna caste’ 

rv 

pa:rva 

‘pigeon’ 

rs 

kursa 

‘short’ 

rl 

orli 

‘rat’ 

rr 

karra 

‘sunshine’ 

rn 

karnine 

‘(it) melts’ 

1.5.10.20. 

it I 


ft 

korta 

‘gram’ 

rg 

korga 

‘tender leaf’ 

rv 

sarva 

‘dining plate’ 

rs 

karsakommi 

‘kind of ear-ring" 

rh 

burhi 

‘old woman’ 

ry 

ba:ryu 

‘strength, strong’ 

fP 

korpa 

‘heaped up grain’ 

rk 

go:rka 

‘miikman, shepherd’ 

1.5.10.21. 

/ y / 


yk 

ru:yki:te 

‘melted’ 

yj 

meyjordu 

‘socks’ 

ys 

boyso 

‘age’ 

yi 

maylu 

‘mile’ 

yy 

ayya 

‘mother, woman’ 

yr 

mknupuyri 

‘fish’ 

yc 

koyci 

‘snail’ 

yt 

ja:y tingoili 

‘pot for cooking vegetable’ 

yn 

ba:yne?e 

‘just for nothing’ 

yt 

roytu 

‘farmer’ 



Phonology 



1.5.10.22. 

/ h / 


hp 

kohpe 

‘gruel’ 

hr 

kohra 

‘grain’ 

hk 

e:hki:ne 

‘(it/she) thirsts’ 

h? 

neh?u:ri 

‘dog’ 

hi 

rohlaha 

‘blacksmith’ 

hn 

kohni 

‘elbow’ 

hn 

ve:hni 

‘hot’ 

hr 

dahra a:ne 

‘(she/it) is jealous’ 

hm 

hah mu 

‘clap hands’ 

ht 

nehteri 

‘breath’ 

hd 

pahdiki:ne 

‘(cattle) chew cud’ 

1.5.10.23. 

n i 


?n 

kra:?ni 

‘tiger’ 


1.5.11. Three consonant clusters : 

Three oonsonant clusters though found in Kuvi are in a 
smaller number than the two consonant clusters. 


1.5.11.1. 

ndr kan^ru 
ndv gondva 
ndy mandya 
ntr baptroitu 
nph ganphikirtesi 
nkh gankhitesi 

1.5.11.2. 

ndr ka:ndri 

n<jr kinimindrikra:?ni 

njr gunjra;te 


‘tears’ 

‘nose ring’ 

‘millet’ 

‘attendant’ 

‘(he) made to cross’ 

‘(he) stabbed’ 

‘anger’ 

‘cheetah’ 

‘(she) rolled up (bedding)’ 
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ndn 

bindna 

ndl 

bondli 

mbr 

kumbre?esi 

mpt 

rtumpta 

mpk 

rompkori 


1.5.11.3. 


ngy 

tangya 

6gr 

tangri 

ngp 

dangne?esi 

hgd 

mangada:ra 


1.5.11.4. 


rhg 

dernga 

rph 

tirphi 

rmb 

darmbu 

rkh 

torkhi 

rky 

porkya 

rnd 

marnde?esi 


‘chisel 

‘big bolt of door 
‘potter’ 

‘uvula’ 

‘cough’ 

‘axe’ 

‘bare hill’ 

‘bachelor’ 

‘Tuesday’ 

‘ladder to climb to attic’ 
‘roll (pr.p.)’ 

‘ashes’ 

‘make to fall’ (pr.p.) 
‘examination’ 

‘husband’s younger brother' 



MORPHOPHONEMICS 


2.0. The acccunting for of ihe phonological variations in the 
allomorphs of a morpheme constitutes the morphophone¬ 
mics or sandhi of the language. 

2.0.1. For example in the forms ayya ‘woman’, ayyaska 
‘women’, the morpheme ayya is unchanged but in kundu 
‘mushroom’, kutka ‘mushrooms’ the morpheme meaning 
‘mushroom’ has two shapes / kundu / in the singular 
and / kut - / in the plural. 

In these examples / kundu / and / kut- / are two different 
representations of a single morpheme standing in alternation 
with each other. Where such variations are confined to arrange¬ 
ment of morphemes within a word, it is called ‘internal sandhi’, 
where they are extended to arrangements of w r ords within 
phrases, clauses or sentences, it is called ‘external sandhi’. 

2.1. External sandhi 

External sandhi is infrequent in Kuvi. The two frequent 
occurrences of external sandhi are the following : 

2.1.1. Since Kuvi is a vowel-ending language occassionally word 
final-V is dropped before a phrase-final juncture. As 

/ na:nu ha?f / ‘I came’ ~ / na:n ha?i / 


4 
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2.1.2. When a word ends in a vowel and the following word 
begins with a vowel the final vowel of the first word is 
dropped. 

/ ayya a:ba / ‘father & mother’ ~ / ayya:ba / 


2.2. Internal sandhi 

Internal sandhi is more frequent in Kuvi. The following 
are some of the general processes involved in internal sandhi. 
It is treated in detail under the morphology of the different word 
classes. 

2.2.1. When the plural suffix / ka / is added to a noun stem 
the following morphophonemic changes take place in the 
given order : 

Rule 1. - V -4 <f) / - ka 

The final vowel of the noun stem is dropped when it, is 
followed by ka. 

e.g. to:lu -j- ka -4 to:l -j - ka to:lka 

ho:ru -f- ka — ho:r -j- ka —*> ho:rka 

Rule 2. vd. stop -v vl. stop. / - ka 

Voiced stops become voiceless when followed by ka 

ambu -j- ka -+ amp -\- ka 

kundu -|- ka -4 kunt 4“ ka 

Rule 3. j -> s - ka 

Voiced affricates become voiceless sibilant when followed 
by ka 

vanju -j - k a -» vans -{- ka 
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Rule 4. 


C 1 C 2 -» 

■ C 2 

/- 

-ka 



amp 

+ 

ka 

- 

apka 

‘arrows’ 

kunt 

+ 

ka 

— 

kutka 

‘mushrooms’ 

vans 

+ 

ka 

- 

vaska 

‘fingers’ 

dommu 


ka 

—y 

domka 

• 

‘bones’ 

illu 

+ 

ka 

— y 

ilka 

‘houses’ 


2 . 2 . 2 . 


The morphophonemic changes which take place in the 
verb roots when suffixes are added are the following : 


2.2.2.1. When the suffix added to verb roots ending in a single 
retroflex nasal, is a nasal it is retrofiexed. 


Rule 1. N + N -> NhJ 

(Here N stands for retroflex nasal, N present tense suffix) 

e.g. un -\- n -> unn ‘drink’ 

-f- n —> honn 


hon 


run 


2.2.22. When the suffix added to the above class of verb roots 
is a dental stop, the suffix is retrofiexed and the nasal 
is assimilated to the stop. 

Rule 2. hi + T - NT 

NT - TT 

(hi stands for retroflex nasal, T past tense suffix and T, 
retroflex consonant homorganic with N). 

un -j- t -> unt 

unt -> utt ‘drank’ 

2.2.2.3. When the past-tense suffix is added to verb roots end¬ 
ing in -h the following rule operates. 

h —> s/t 

tuh -j- t -> tust bore’ 

oh -j- t -> ost ‘broke’ 
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2.2.2.4. When the verb root ends in any other consonant or 

consonant cluster the enunciative vowel / i / is intro¬ 
duced. The rule reads as 


Rule 3 [ c ] 

<t> ' "I C ! C 1 i — C 

L v. J 

da:l -j- n -» da:lin — ‘bloom’ 

vajj -1- n —> vajjin — ‘cook’ 

pinj -f- n -> pinjin — ‘bounce’ 


Exceptions to the above rule are hal ‘go’, and verb roots 
ending in n where following change takes place. 


fi l 

Rule 4. <{ -f- n -*• nn 

l" J 

f 1 1 

Rule 5. <j }> + t -+ cc 



WORD CLASSES 


3.0. Kuvi has the following classes of words : 

3.1. NOUNS, are identified on purely morphological grounds. 
A noun is distinguished for the categories of gender, number 
and case. A stem infected for one or more of those cate¬ 
gories in the order given above is called a noun stem. 


e.g. simple stem 

koyyu 
kosku 
kosku ki 


‘fowl’ 

‘fowls’ 

‘to the fowls’ 


3.2. ADJECTIVES, are identified primarily on syntactic 
grounds. Adjectives always precede the nouns they modify. 
Adjectives are usually monomorphemic. Morphologically 
adjectives are indeclinable for categories of gender, number 
and case. 

e.g. nehT ‘good’ 

kambu ‘ripe’ 

3.3. VERBS, are identified by the categories of tense—mode, 
aspect and negation. Stems inflected for these categories 

* 

are called verb stems. 
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e.g. hi:te 

hi:himacce 

hi:pomi 

hi:?ate 


‘she gave’ 

‘she was giving’ 
‘she may give’ 
‘she did not give’ 


3.4. ADVERBS, like adjectives are identified primarily on 
syntactic grounds. Adverbs generally precede verbs. 
Morphologically adverbs are indeclinable for categories of 
gender, number, case and also for categories of tense— 
mood, aspect, negation thus setting up a word class which 
is distinguishable from the foregoing w'ord classes. 

e.g. umba?a ‘there’ 

imba?a ‘here’ 


3.5. PARTICLES are a class of indeclinable forms which include 
connectives like co-ordinating and subordinating conjunc¬ 
tions. 

e.g. sama ‘but’ 

hilla?naha ‘or else’ 


Particles also include clitics which are indeclinable forms 
which are bound to preceding phrases or clauses and denote 
modalities as 

‘ki’ 


e.g. interrogation 
condition 


_ > 
ma 



NOUNS 


4.0. Nouns are a class of words whose stems are distinguished 
or inflected for one or more of the categories of gender, 
number and case. The order of occurrence of the different 
lexical and grammatical categories in a noun is, stem -}- 
gender — number -}- case. The stem may be (i) simple : 
root; (ii) complex : root one or more derivatives ; or 
(iii) compound : more than one root. 

4.1. Gender : 

Nouns stems may be further divided into (1) masculine and 
(2) non-masculine. Most nouns do noc carry any overt marker 
of gender, but the gender of any noun can generally be deter¬ 
mined by its meaning. All nouns referring to the human male 
belong to the masculine gender; all others referring to human 
female, animals, birds, plants, objects, deities, etc., belong to the 
non-masculine gender. 

Masculine Feminine 


a:ba 

‘father’ 

ayya 

‘mother, 




woman’ 

do:la 

‘boy’ 

po:da 

‘girl’ 

ma:ma 

‘uncle’ 

ko:di 

‘bull’ 



koyyu 

‘fowl’ 



mra:nu 

‘tree’ 



maha:puru 

‘god’ 
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4.1.1. The above classification which is semantic matches the 
grammatical classification in which the gender of a noun is 
determined by its agreement with the predicate, i.e., 
concord, and is marked by a set of suffixes which indi¬ 
cate the gender and number of the subject. 

4.1.2. The predicate of the masculine singular subject ends 
with—esi; the predicate of the masculine plural subject 
ends with—eri. The predicate of the non-masculine 
singular subject ends with—e ; and the predicate of the 
non-masculine plural subject ends with—u (4.3.1.4.1.) 

Masculine 


do:la va:nesi 

‘the boy 
comes’ 

a:ba va:nesi 

‘the father 
comes’ 

ma:ma va:nesi 

‘uncle come’ 

lo:ku va:nesi 

‘man comes’ 

<Jo:laha 

‘boy comes?’ 

varnesi 

a:baha va:neri 

‘fathers come’ 

ma:maha 

‘uncles come’ 

va:neri 

lo:ku vaineri 

‘men come’ 


Non-masculine 

po:da va:ne ‘the girl 

comes’ 

ayya va:ne ‘the woman 

comes’ 

ko:<Ji va:ne ‘bull comes’ 

ga:yi va:ne ‘cow comes’ 
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Non-masculine 

po:daha va:nu 
avyasika va:nu 
kordihT vanu 
ga:yihf va:nu 


‘girls come’ 
‘women come’ 
‘bulls come’ 
‘cows come’ 


4.1.3. Simple nouns as stated in 4.1. are not generally marked 
for gender. Exceptions are 

mir?esi ‘son’ 

rangna?esi ‘bachelor’ 

4.2. Number : 

Kuvi has two numbers, singular and plural. This distinc¬ 
tion clearly rests upon the recognition of persons, animals and 
objects which can be enumerated as ‘one’ or ‘more than one’. 
There is no overt morphological marker for the singular number. 
The plural number is marked by any one of the following 
suffixes depending on the gender of the noun. Each class of 
nouns has more than one plural suffix the variants of which are 
morphologically or phonologically conditioned. 

4.2.1. Masculine nouns take the following suffixes : 

- ri oo — nga go - h v 

Feminine nouns take : 

- ska - sika 

Neuter nouns take : 

- hv-nga ~ - ska ~ - ka 

It is clear that the number suffixes overlap between the 
gender classes of nouns. 

4.2.1.1. The suffix -ri occurs with masculine nouns alone, -nga 
occurs with masculine nouns which take -csi as the 
gender-number marker in the singular and certain neuter 
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nouns. —hv occurs with masculine nouns and with 
neuter nouns. 

4.2.1.2. Feminine nouns take only - ska-sika as th& plural 

suffix. A small class of neuter nouns take — ska, but 
- ka occurs exclusively with neuter nouns. 

4.2.2. When the plural suffixes are added certain sandhi changes 
take place in stem-final syllables of certain nouns. 

4.2.2.1. Masculine nouns derived from simple verbal bases or 
from nominal or adjectival stems and which end in 
—?esi take the plural suffix -nga after -?esi >s dropped. 

singular plural 

vi:spala?esi ‘beggar’ virspalanga ‘beggars’ 

kamsala?esi ‘goldsmith’ kamsalanga ‘goldsmiths’ 

sa:kala?esi ‘washerman’ sa:ka!anga ‘washermen’ 

4.2.2.2. Masculine nouns ending in —si which are derived from 
compound verbs or adjectival bases take the suffix -ri 
after dropping -si. 

pa:nji vchnasi ‘astrologer’ pamjivchnari ‘astrologers’ 
natyutasi ‘villager’ naryutari ‘villagers’ 

bertagatiasi ‘hunter’ be:tagattari ‘hunters’ 

4.2.2.3. The following nouns have stem alternants. 

rohle— rohla 

bakte- bakti- 

kumbre- kumbra- 

gorraga'.he- go:raga:hi- 
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The alternants in the left-hand column occur before the 
singular suffix —?esi. The alternants in the right-hand column 
occur before the plural suffix -hv. The v of the plural suffix is 
realized as the final vowel of the plural stem with nasalization, as 


rohle?esi ‘blacksmith’ 

bakte?esi ‘fisherman’ 

kumbre?esi ‘potter’ 

go:raga:he?esi ‘groom’ 


rohlaha. ‘blacksmiths’ 

baktihf ‘fishermen’ 

kumbraha ‘potters’ 

go:raga:hihf ‘grooms’ 


4.2.2.4. All other masculine nouns suffix —hv to the singular 
noun stem without any changes. The v of the plural 
suffix is realised as the final vowel of the singular noun 

j stem with nasalization. 

ma:ma ‘uncle’ marmaha ‘uncles’ 

ta:yi ‘brother’ taryihf ‘brothers’ 

4.2.2.5. An exception to all the four classes is 

rnir?esi ‘son’ mirka ‘sons’ 


4.2.3. All feminine nouns take the plural suffix -ska -sika. 


ayya 


tangi 


‘mother, 

woman’ 

‘sister’ 


ayyaska ~ 
ayyasika 

tangiska 

tangisika 


‘mothers 

women’ 

‘sisters’ 


4.2.3.1. An exception to the above rule is 

porda ‘girl’ po:daha ‘girls’ 


4.2.3.2. Feminine nouns derived from masculine nouns drop the 
singular marker a:yi and suffix —ska ~ —sika. 

dalari ‘female dalari ‘female 

gatta:yi broker’ gattatsika brokers’ 
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be:tagatta:yi ‘female 

hunter’ 


be:tagatta:sika ‘female 

hunters’ 


4.2.3.3. Feminine nouns derived from masculine nouns by the 
addition of the free form ayya ‘woman’, ‘mother’ form 
the plural like the simple nouns. 


dalarigattasi ayya 
dalarigattasi ayyasika 

be:tagattasi ayya 
be:tagattasi ayyaska 


‘broker’s wife/mother’ 
‘broker’s wives/mothers’ 

‘hunter’s wife/mother’ 
‘hunter’s wives/mothers’ 


4.2.3.4. Feminine nouns derived from masculine nouns by 
the change of final vowel to -i form the plural like the 
simple nouns by adding —ska (cf. 4.6.1.) 

ka:ni ‘blind woman’ 

kainiska ‘blind women’ 


totli ‘woman who stammers’ 

totliska ‘women who stammer' 


4.2.3.5. Exceptions to all the above classes are 

ma:nga ‘daughter’ ma:ska ‘daughters’ 

burhi ‘old woman’ bri:ska ‘old women’ 

• • 

in which there are changes in the stem when the plural 
suffix is added. 

4.2.4. Neuter noun which have the syllabic structure (C^V^CoVg 
where C 2 is y, drop C 2 V 2 and suffix - nga. 


u:yu 

‘meat’ 

u:nga 

‘meat’ 

pu:yu 

‘flower’ 

pu:nga 

‘flowers’ 

ka:yu 

‘raw fruit’ 

ka:hga 

‘fruits’ 
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ka:yu has a variant ka:ya which takes - h v as the plural 
suffix. The form ka:yaha occurs less frequently than ka:nga. 

4.2.4.1. Neuter nouns with the syllabic structure (C 1 )V:C 2 C 2 V 2 
where - C 2 is a palatal, drop C 2 C a V 2 and suffix 
- ska. 


rarccu 

‘snake 

ra:ska 

‘snakes’ 

koyyu 

‘fowl’ 

koska 

‘fowls’ 

keyyu 

‘hand’ 

keska 

‘hands’ 

.2. Neuter 

nouns with the syllabic structure 

(C^VC 

where C 2 

, is 1, m, drop 

- C 2 V 2 and suffix 

- ka 

illu) 

‘house’ 

ilka 

‘houses’ 

pallu 

‘tooth* 

palka 

‘teeth’ 

valli 

‘stone’ 

valka 

‘stones’ 

kommu 

‘horn’ 

komka 

‘horns’ 

domrau 

‘bone’ 

domka 

‘bones’ 


4.2.4.3. In neuter nouns with the syllabic structure (C 1 )V 1 :C 2 V a , 
where C 2 is 1, r, r, - C 2 V 2 is dropped and - ka is 
suffixed. 


to:lu 

‘skin’ 

torlka 

‘skins’ 

ho:ru 

‘hill’ 

ho:rka 

‘hills’ 

io:ru 

‘cockroach’ 

lo:rka 

• 

‘cockroaches’ 


4.2.4.4. Nouns of the syllabic structure (C’ 1 )V 1 NC 2 V 2 , where N 
stands for any nasal, C 2 for the homorganic voiced stop 
or affricate, drop NC 2 which is replaced by the corres¬ 
ponding voiceless scop or sibilant and - ka is suffixed. 


ambu 

kundu 

vanju 


arrow 

‘mushroom’ 

‘finger’ 


apka 

kutka 

vaska 


arrows 

‘mushrooms’ 

‘fingers’ 
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4.2.4.5. Nouns of the syllabic structure C n C, V. : C, V„ 


Ci V x : C 2 C 3 V 2 drop 

ira:nu ~ ma:rnu 
mra:ka ~ ma:rka 

trayu ~ [a:ryu 
tra:ka ~ ta:rka 

gra:yu ~ ga:ryu 
gra:ka ~ ga:rka 


C 3 V 2 and suffix - ka. 

‘tree’ 

‘trees’ 

‘head’ 

‘heads’ 

‘graves’ 

‘graves' 


4.2.4.6. In nouns of the syllabic structure C 1 V 1 :C 2 V 2 where C 2 
is an alveolar nasal, there is metathesis of V^C, with 
change of alveolar to retroflex. V 2 is dropped and - ka 
is suffixed to form the plural. 

mi:nu ‘fish’ mni:ka ‘fishes’ 

pe:nu ‘louse’ pne:ka ‘lice’ 

4.2.4.7. Neuter nouns which are trisyllabic suffix - ka with no 
change in syllable structure. 

ko:heni ‘elbow’ koihenika ‘elbows’ 

pa:domi ‘foot’ pardomika ‘feet’ 

hir?eni ‘deer’ hir?enika ‘deer’ 

4.2.4.8. Exceptions to the above rule are 


leppe:di 

‘chin’ 

leppe:dihT 

‘chins’ 

sivosi 

‘pus’ 

sivosihi 

‘pus’ 

priyoli 

‘worm’ pri:ka 

‘worms’ 

neh?u:ri 

‘dog’ 

neska 

‘dogs’ 

N.B. neska 

‘dogs’ 

has a variant neh?u: 

pika which 


frequent. 
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4.2.4.9. All other neuter nouns which do not fall into any of 
the above classes take the plural suffix - hv, where the 
abstract vowel v is assimilated to the final vowel of the 
singular stem and is nasalized. 


sa:gu 

‘cloud’ 

sa:guhu 

‘clouds’ 

giyya 

‘sound’ 

giyyaha 

‘sounds’ 

ga:dde 

‘donkey’ 

gaiddeh- 

‘donkeys’ 

ajji 

‘hail stone’ 

ajjihi 

‘hail stones’ 

4.2.5. Mass or Non-count nouns 



Mass nouns 

are those nouns which may or may not be 

marked for numbe: 

r but to which the notion 

of countability does 

not apply. Count 

nouns can be counted as 

separable entities. 

ro 

ga:yi 

‘one cow’ 


ri 

ga:yi 

‘two cows 

9 

Mass nouns 

are seen as continuous entities and cannot be 

counted 




e:yu 

‘water’ 

nettu:ri 

‘blood’ 

n!yu 

‘oil’ 

onda 

‘rice (cooked)’ 

pa:lu 

‘milk’ 

munjili i 

‘rice 

(uncooked)’ 

Mass nouns 

are used with quantifier; 

; or partitives (cf. 

4.4.5., 4.4.6.) to denote quantity. 



rinda pa:lu 

‘some miik’ 

rinda onda ‘some rice’ 

ro se:ru 

‘one seer 

ro adda 

‘one adda rice’ 

pa:lu 

milk’ 

manji 
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Morphologically e:yu ‘water’ and pa.’lu ‘milk’ etc., are 
unmarked for number and concord is with the third singular 
form of the verb syntactically. 

Morphologically, manjihj' rice is marked for number and 
syntactically concord is with the third plural form of the verb. 

4.3. Pronouns 

4.3.0. Pronouns constitute a closed class of nouns which are 
substituted for nouns. Like nouns, pronouns are distin¬ 
guished for number and gender and are inflected for case. 

Pronouns may be divided into 

(1) Personal pronouns 

(2) Demonstrative pronouns 

(3) Interrogative pronouns 

(4) Reflexive pronouns 

4.3.1. Personal pronouns 

4.3.1.1. Personal pronouns in Kuvi have three persons. These 
are first person referring to the speaker/speakers ; second 
person referring to the person/persons spoken to; third 
person referring to person/persons spoken about. 

4.3.1.2. Gender distinction in the pronouns is confined to the 
third person. As in the nouns there is a two way 
gender distinction of masculine and non-masculine, with 
masculine referring to the human male and non¬ 
masculine to the human female, animate and inanimate 

• * 

beings and deities. 
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4.3.1.3. All three persons show a number distinction of singular 
and plural. The first person plural is again divided 
into inclusive and exclusive which includes or excludes 
the li .tener respectively. The third person non-mas 
culine plural shows a distinction of human and neuter 
respectively. 

4.3.1.4. The pronouns are given bclaw. 


Person 

Singular 

Plural 

I 

na:nu 

‘I’ 

ma:ro ‘we’ (inch) 
ma:mbu ‘we’ (excl.) 

11 

ni:nu 

‘you’ 

mi:ru ‘you’ (plu. & hon.) 

III 

evasi 

‘he’ (masc.)’ 

evari ‘they’ (masc.) 


edi 

‘she/it’ 

evasika ‘they’ 

(hum. non-masc.) 

evi ‘those’ 

(non-hum., non-masc.) 


4.3.1.4.1. The pronominal suffixes of the finite verb show the 
person-number and gender of the subject even if it is 
not overtly expressed (cf. 4.1.2). 


The suffixes 

are 


Person 

Singular 

Plural 

1 

<■* ** 

—?i — — ini; -?i^. 

-eni; -ayi ‘(inch)’ 


-?o ~ -oni 

-omi ‘(excl.)’ 

11 

-i 

-eri 

111 

-esi (masc.) 

-eri (mac.) 


-e (non.masc.) 

-u (non. masc.) 


5 
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The first person singular pronoun has more than one pro¬ 
nominal suffiix whose occurence is decided on the basis of the 
morphological conditions in which they occur. —?i ~ -ini 
occurs in non-past,-?e ~ -eni occui's in past and —?o ~ -oni 
occurs in non-past negative constructions respectively. 

4.3.2.0. Demonstrative Pronouns 

4.3.2.1. The demonstrative pronouns show gender and number 
distinction like the third person personal pronouns. 
There are three forms of the demonstrative pronouns 
depending upon the distance of the person or object 
from the speaker. 

They are called 

i) Proximate, referring to something or some one 
close to the speaker. 

it) Intermediate, referring to something or someone 
at a distance from the speaker. 

iii) Remote, referring to something or someone at a 
considerable distance from the speaker. 

4.3.3.2. The demonstrative pronouns with their gender and 
number distinctions are given below : 


Number / gender 

Proximate 

Intermediate 

Remote 

sg. masc. 

i:vasi 

u:vasi 

e:vasi 

plu. masc. 

i:vasi 

u:vari 

e:vari 

sg. non. masc. 

i:di 

u:di 

e:di 

pi. non. masc. hum 

i:vasika 

u:vasika 

e:vasika 

pi. non-masc., 




non-hum. 

i:vi 

u:vi 

e;vi 
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4.3.3. Interrogative pronouns 

The interrogative pronouns parallel the demonstrative 
pronouns in having number and gender distinction though there 
is no distinction of feminine and neuter in the plural. Further 
the interrogative pronouns also show distinction of second and 
third persons. 

Person Singular Plural 

II amba:ti ‘who (are you)’ ambairi ‘who’ 

(are you) 

III amba:ti ‘who (is he)’ ambairi ‘who’ 

(are they) 

ambaiyi ‘who (is she)’ amba:?i ‘who’ 

(are they/those) 

4.3.4. Reflexive Pronouns 

4.3.4. The reflexive pronouns are not distinguished for gender 
and occur only in the third person. 

4.3.4.1. The reflexive pronouns are 

ta:nu ~ ta:na ‘he, she, it’ 

ta:mbu ~ ta:ma ~ tammu ‘they’ 

4.3.4.2. The reflexive pronoun is used to 

4.3.4.2.1. refer to the subject of the sentence in which case it 
occurs immediately after the subject 

evasi ta:na a:ba lehemannesi. 

‘He resembles his father’ 
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‘He resembles his father’ 
evasi ta:ma a:ba ga:di kiitani he:di Kirten 

‘They are wasting theirfather’s wealth’ 

4.3.4.2.2. With a reflexive connotation in which case also synt¬ 
actically it occurs immediately after the subiect 
evasitama ji:vu jiinikiha kodditesi 
‘He was defending him-self.’ 

4.3.4.3. The reflexive pronoun is also used as the subject when 
there is no antecedent to cause the occurrence of rhe 
noun. In these occurrences it is used just like the third 
person pronoun. 

ta:na do:la?a muddu ki:nesi 
‘He is fondling the boy’ 

4.3.4.4. The reflexive pronoun is used for emphasis. 

na:nu ha:ta?anaha ta:nu varhamcesi 
‘without my calling he himself came' 


4.4. Numerals 

4.4.1. Cardinal Numerals : 

4.4.4.1. Numerals are a sub-class of nouns, since they carry 
gender-number and are inflected for case. Kuvi has 
numerals for ‘one’ and ‘two’. 


‘one’ 


rondi 

rintfi 


‘two’ 
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4.4.4.1.2. Numerals from ‘three’ to ‘ten’ are expressed by using 
the Oriya numerals with the classifier-gotta. 

ti:nigctta ‘three’ 

sarrigotta ‘four’ 

4.4.1.3. Numerals from ‘eleven’ to ‘twenty’ are expressed by 
using the Oriya numeral with or without the classifier 

gotta. The former is more frequent. 

cgarra ‘eleven’ egairagotta 

ba:ra ‘twelve’ ba:ra gotta 

4.4.1.4. for ‘twenty’ however saiga is used. 

Numerals above twenty are formed by using kode a form 
of the Oriya word kudie-twenty, followed by the cardinal 


numeral. 

koderondi 

‘twenty one’ 


koderindi 

‘twenty two’ 


koded^so 

‘thirity’ 


4.4.1.5. Numerals above forty are formed by using bound forms 
of the cardinal numbers ri, ti:ni, sa:ri, parso which is 
followed by kode ‘twenty’ which is then followed by 
the numerals one to ten. 


ri kode 

‘forty’ 

ri kode rondi 

‘forty one’ 

ri kode daso 

‘fifty’ 

ti:ni kode 

‘sixty’ 

ti:ni kode daso 

‘seventy’ 

sa:ri kode 

‘eighty’ 

sa:ri kode daso 

‘ninety’ 

pa:so kode 

‘hundred’ 
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4.4.2. Ordinal numerals : 

The ordinal numerals seem to be expressed in many ways. 
4.4.2.1. suffixing - vadi, vari to the cardinal numerals. 

rindivadi second one (non. masc.) 

rindivari second one (pi. hun. masc.) 

4.4.2.2 by the use of words which denote eldest, middle 

and youngest when used with nouns denoting 
relations. 

rondi?e ma:hga ‘first daughter 

panuwa marnga ‘second daughter’ 

icci ma:nga ‘third daughter’ 

4.4.2.3. by the use of words which denote first and last 

when referring to buildings in a Kuvi village set up. 
te:ri illu - ‘first/last house in the village’ 

4.4.3. Fractions : 

The fractions most frequently used are probably borrowed 
from Oriya. They are 

pa:v ‘quarter’ 

adda ‘half’ 

ti:nipa:v ‘three-fourth’ 

and are used most frequently with measurements of cloth 
grain, etc., while the first two are used with currency also. 

For fractions of a rupee the words used are 

no:punja ‘three-fourth of a rupee’ 

takkanara ‘one and a half rupee’ 

takkano:punja ‘one rupee and seventy- 

five paise’ 
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4.4.4. Classifiers : 

Classifiers are a class of bound morphemes which occur 
with and indicate the semantic class of the nouns. The classi¬ 
fiers in Kuvi occur with numerals above three. When the noun 
is non-human the classifer used is gotta and when the noun is 


human the classifier 

is jana. 


ti:nigotta 

darluhu 

‘three calves’ 

sa:rigotta 

ma:rka 

‘four trees’ 

thnijana 

pordaha 

‘three girls’ 

sa:rijana 

do:laha 

‘four boys’ 


When the numerals are used it is quite usual to drop the 
plural suffix. 

ti:nigotta da:lu ‘three calves 

sa:rijana do:la ‘four boys’ 

4.4.5. Partitives : 

Partitives are a clsss of morphemes which express quantity 
in mass nouns. These are usually words which denote measure¬ 
ments of mass, length. 

ro adda manj' ‘one adda’ (measure) of rice’ 

ro ha:ta hemburi ‘one cubit measure of cloth’ 

soho mana manjihi ‘six measures of rice’ 

4.4.6. Quantifiers : 

Quantifiers are a class of words used with nouns which may 
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be mass or count nouns to express quantity which is indeter 
minate. 


rinda prarhga 
ha:runa ga:yihT 
a:hine kamma 
habbc jana 
eccoro takka 


‘some rice’ 

‘many cows’ 
‘much work’ 

‘all people’ 

‘how many rupees 


The quantifiers are also used with the classifiers especially 
when the following noun is animate-human or non-human. 

ha:runa jana ayyasika ‘many women’ 

eccoro gotta ga:yi ‘how many cows’ 


4.5. Case 

4.5.0. Case indicates the relationships between a noun or pro¬ 
noun and the predicate in the sentence. The only case 
which expresses relation between two nouns is th e 
genitive. 


4.5.1.0 In Kuvi case is expressed by adding case suffixes. There 
are seven formally distinguished cases in Kuvi nomina¬ 
tive, genitive, accusative, dative, instrumental-soeiative, 
ablative, locative. 


4.5.1.1. Nominative : 

There is no overt case suffix to mark the nominative and 
when the noun or pronoun is the subject of the sentence it is 
said to be in the nominative case. 

u:potta vetki a:himanne ‘that bird is fluttering’ 
e: ma:rnu ^ohga manne ‘that tree is bending’ 
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4.5.1.2. Accusative : 

The accusative case suffix marks the noun as the direct 
object of the verb. The suffiix is —?v. The v of this suffix is 
assimilated to the final vowel of the noun stem. The suffix is 
optionally dropped when the object is in the neuter gender. 

ni:nu e:poda?a kahiki:mu ‘you amuse this girl’ 
narnu ga:yi?f/ga:yi e:yuta ‘I bathed the cow 
mcthiteni in water’ 

marmbu hi:ngo ka.rhinomi ‘we are digging up turme¬ 
ric roots’ 

When the object is unmarked the nominative always occurs 
in the nrst place in the sentence and is followed by the un¬ 
marked object. 

4.5.1.3. Dative : 

The dative case suffix marks the noun as the indirect object 
of the verb. It is —ki. 

ayyaskaki carrigotta da:lu hi:mu 
* 

‘give four calves to the women’ 
do:laki rindi patka hi:mu 

‘Give two fruits to the boy’ 

4.5.1.4. Instrumental-sociative : 

The instrumental case suffix is -tole and marks the use of 
the noun as the instrument of the action. 

kacca kuppi su:jatole kuttite 
‘(lit.) scorpion stung with sting’ 

evasi ke:yutole irhimannesi 
‘He is striking with hand’ 
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The sociative case suffix is also - tole and expresses the 
idea of association with some one. 

na:nu go:pa:ltole hajjamacce?e 
'I went with Gopal’ 
na:nu reilitole ha?T 
‘I go with Relli’ 

4.5.1.5. Locative : 

The locative suffix is - ta and expresses location of an 
action and also the direction towards a place. 

ga:yihT e:yuta medditu 
‘cows entered into the water’ 
evari o:da kaddata methamanneri 
‘They are sailing boats on the river' 
evasika iskudita hannu 
‘They go to school’ 

The locative suffix is not used with place names. 

na:nu Ra:yagada ha?T 
‘I go to Rayagada’ 

NB. :— The nouns i!lu ‘house’ and na:yu ‘village’ have specia] 

forms of the locative;ijjo and na:to respectively. These 
forms also function as oblique base to which other case 
terminations are added. 

The locative ijjo is being used increasingly as the nomi¬ 
native instead of the form illu. 
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4.5.1.6. Ablative : 

The ablative case suffix is —ti and expresses the direction 
from which the action is taking place. 

ma:ro ho:ruti recci mannomi 

‘we are descending from the mountain’ 

na:nu katjdati va:hi ma:?"i 
‘I am coming from the river’ 

f 

na:nu Ra:yagadati va:hima?i 
'I am coming from Rayagada’ 

4.5.1.7. Genitive : 

The genitive case expresses possession. It is not usually 
added f o animate nouns. The case suffix is -ti. 
ku:jati kappu e:khimu 
‘uncover the lid of the goglet’ 
knddati e:yu u:na a:himanne 
‘The water of the river is receding’ 
ayya hennuni umba?a manne 
‘The woman’s basket is there’ 
mellu Jennuni ojja manne 
‘Peacock’s tail is beautiful’ 

4.5.2.0. In the case of the personal pronouns the stem occuring, 
before certain of the case suffixes is different from the 
one occurring in the nominative. The stem to which 
the case suffixes are added is called the oblique stem. 

4.5.2.1 As in the nouns there is no overt nominative case 
suffix and the free form of the pronoun occurs in the 
nominative. 

ml 

na:nu imba?a ma?i ‘I am here’ 

evasi tinji mannesi ‘He is eating’ 



76 


K.uvi Grammar 


4.5.2.2. The oblique stems of th 
below. 

Person Singular 

I na: 

II ni: 

III evana (masc) 

edani (non. masc.) 


personal pronouns are given 
Plural 

ma: (inch & excl.) 
mi: 

evara (masc.) 
evasika (non. masc.hum.) 

eva (non. masc. 

non-human) 


4.5.2.3. The third plural feminine uses the nominative base 
instead of an oblique form, though very frequently the 
form eva is used to refer to human fern. 


4.5.2.4. The oblique stem is the genitive form of the personal 
pronouns. The inch & excl. plural have only one 
form ma: (5.3.11.2) 


na: iilu 
ni: illu 
evana illu 
ma illu 


‘my house' 

‘your house’ 

‘his house’ and so on. 
‘our house’ (inch & excl.) 


4.5.2.5. The case forms of the pronouns are given below to 
facilitate understanding of its usage. 

4.5.2.6. 1st person : 


na:nu T ma:ro. ma:mbu ‘we (inch) & excl.) 


Case 

Nominative 

Genitive 

Accusaiive-dative 


Singular 

na:nu 

na: 

na:ngo/e 


Plural 

ma:ro/;na:mbu 

ma: 

ma:ngo/e 
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Instrumental- 


sociative 

na:tole 

ma:tole 

Locative 

na:ta:na 

ma:ta:na 

Ablative 

na:ta:nari 

ma:ta:nati 


na:ho?oti 

ma:ho?oti 

.5.2.7. Ilnd Person : 


ni:vu ‘you’ 

mi:ru ‘you’ (pi.) 

Case > 

Singular 

Plural 

Nominative 

ni:nu 

mi:ru 

Genitive 

ni: 

mi: 

Accusative-dative 

ni:ngo/e 

mi:ngo/e 

Instrumental- 

Sociative 

ni:tole 

mi:tole 

Locative 

ni:ta:na 

mi:ta:na 

Ablative 

ni:ta:nati 

mi:ta:nati 


ni:ho?oti 

mi:ho?oti 

5.2.8. Illrd Person 


evasi ‘he’ 

evari ‘they’ 

Case 

Singular 

Plural 

Nominative 

evasi 

evagri 

Genitive 

evana 

evara 

Accusative 

evana?a 

evara?a 


evana?ani 

evara?ari 

Dative 

evanaki 

evaraki 

Instrumental- 

Sociative 

evanatole 

evaratole 

Locative 

evanatarna 

evarata:na 

Ablative 

evanata:nati 

evarata:nati 
• • 


evanaho?oti 

evaraho?oti 
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4.5.2.9. Ill person 

edi, she, it evasika/eva *they/these 


Singular 
Nominative case 
idi/edi/udi 

Genitive case 
edani 

Accusative case 
edani? i 

edani?ini 

• 

Dative case 
edaniki 

Instrumental-Sociative 

edanitole 

Locative case 

edanita:na 

• • 

Ablative case 
edanita:nati 
edaniho?oti 


Plural 


ivasika/uvasika/ 

evasika 

ivi/uvi/ 

evi 

evasika 

o- 

eva?i 

** 

evasika? i 

eva?ini 

evasika?ani 


evasikaki 

eva?Tki 

evasikatole 

eva?Ttole 

evasikata:na 

eva?Tta:na 

evasikata:nati 

evasikaho?oti 

eva?Tta:nati 

eva?Tho?oti 


4.5.2.10. Reflexive pronouns : 


Case 

ta:nu he, she it 
Singular 

ta:mba ‘they’ 
Plural 

Nominative 

ta:nu 

ta:mba 

Genitive 

ta:na 

ta:mba~ ta:mma 

Accusative 

Dative 

ta:ngo 

ta:mgo 

Instrumental 

Sociative 

ta:natole 

ta:mmatole 
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Locative ta:nata:nati ta:mmata:nati 

• • • • 

ta:naho?oti ta:mmaho?oti 

It will be noted from the foregoing that the nccustaive- 

dative have only one form in the 1st and 2nd person, singular 

and plural personal pronouns and also in the reflexive pronouns. 

It will also be noted that the locative is formed by the 
addition of ta:na rather than the locative suffix-ta. It is difficult 
to decide whether ta:na is a suffix or a post position. It will 
probably be considered a post position since the ablative suffix-ti 
is added to it. 

4.6. Noun Formation 

4.6.1. Complex Stems 

Noun stems consisting of one root and one or more deriva¬ 
tional suffixes are called complex stems. Complex stems behave 
like simple stems in entering into inflection with morphs represe¬ 
nting the categories of gender, number, and case. 

4.6.1.1. There is a class of nouns consisting of pairs of stems 
each of which involves the derivative suffixes -a, -?esi, 
‘male’ and —i,—a:ri ‘female’. These suffixes are added to 


bound 

or free roots to 

denote sex difference in persons. 

ka:na 

T 

‘blind man’ 

ka:ni 

‘blind woman’ 

tot la 

‘stammerer’ 

totli 

‘stammerer (fern.) 

dokra 

‘man’ 

dokri 

‘woman’ 

burha 

‘old man’ 

burhi 

‘old woman’ 

sotta 

‘lame man’ 

sotti 

‘lame woman 4 

kamsala?esi 

‘goldsmith’ 

kamsala:ri 

‘woman goldsmith’ 

sa:kala?esi 

‘washerman’ 

sa:kala:ri 

‘washer woman’ 
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4.6.1. 2. A very productive type of noun derivation is by the addi 
tion of person-gender-number suffixes to adjectives. 


‘good’ nehateni 

‘I am good person’ 

nehatayi 

‘we (incl) are good persons’ 

nehatomi 

‘we (excl) are good persons’ 

nehati 

‘you (sg) are good person’ 

nehateri 

‘you (pi) are good persons’ 

nehasi 

‘he is a good person’ 

nehari 

‘they (masc) are good persons’ 

nehayi 

‘she/it is a good person/thing’ 

neha?i 

‘They (n.masc.) are good 

persons/things 

3. By adding gender-number suffixes to the adjectival 

stems of the cardinal 

numerals one and two, we get 

nouns. 

ro ‘one' 

ro?esi ‘one man' 

rr ‘two’ 

ri?esi ‘two men’ 


The corresponding feminine forms are the cardinal nume¬ 
rals themselves. 

rondi ‘one woman’ 

• • 

rindi ‘two women’ 


4.6.2. Compound stems : 

Compounding is a type of noun-derivation, in which two 
or more roots or stems combine to act as a single morphological 
ucleus replaceable by a simple noun slem. 

4.6.2. Endocentiic compounds 

4.6.2. 1. These consist of two constituents each. The first is a 
noun or an adjective which acts as a satellite or attri¬ 
bute to the following noun head. 
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In one class of endocentric compounds both of the consti¬ 
tuents are attested and occur free elsewhere in the language. The 
satellite is generally a noun in attributive position or a descriptive 
adjective, eg., 


hiccu valli 
kiriya ni:yu 
kiriva me:ija 
gatta pri:ka 


‘tinder’ (lit. firestone) 
‘honey’ (lit. bees oil) 
‘bees-wax’ 

‘insect found on dung 
(lit. dung worms)’ 


4.6.2.2. In the following the satellite is an adjective or a noun 
meaning ‘male’ or ‘female’ followed by a generic name 
of animal or bird, eg., 

talli kodru ‘she-buffalo’ 

sehl kodru ‘he-buffalo’ 

talli koyyu ‘hen’ 

sehl koyyu ‘rooster’ 


4. 6 . 2.3. In the following the satellite is an adjective noun 
meaning ‘male’ or ‘female’ derived from the root gat- 
(probably from the Oriya word gottie meaning ‘one’) 
to which are added the third person number-gender 
suffixes and which when following adjectival or nominal 
stems form compounds 


dalari gattasi 
be:ta gattasi 
dalari gatta:yi 
be:ta gattaiyi 


‘broker’ 

‘hunter’ 

‘female broker’ 
‘female hunter’ 


4.6.2.4. A very common class of endocentric compounds con¬ 
sists of all those names of plants, trees, fruits, etc. 
in which the first constituent is a specific name follow¬ 
ed by a generic name or classifier. 


6 
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kamsala?esi ayya ‘goldsmith’s mother/wife’ 

sakala?esi ayya ‘washerman’s wife/mother’ 

a:lu kunna ‘potato’ 

na:ngeli kunna ‘edible root’ 

kumda kucca ‘leaves of pumpkin plant’ 

ja:yu kucca ‘greens cooked with pulses’ 

4.6.3. Co-ordinate compounds : 

These compounds have two or more nuclei and are pro¬ 
nounced as a single word without pause between the constituents: 

ayya:ba ‘parents’ 

po:da:do:la ‘sons and daughters’ 

dokra:dokri ‘husband and wife’ 



ADJECTIVES 


5.0 Adjectives are a class of words which are attributes to 
nouns and are not inflected for gender and number. 

5.0.1. Adjectives may be broadly classified into two types, 

(i) simp.e (ii ) derived 

5.1.1. Simple Adjectives are all monormrphemic words 
which function as attributes to nouns. 


5.1.1.2. Descriptive Adjectives : 

u:na do:la 
u:pa po:da 

nehf illu 
nehT ilka 

ka.'dini bilei 
kai^ini ga:yi 
ka:mbu ka:ya 


‘small boy’ 
‘small girl* 

‘good house’ 
‘good houses’ 
‘black cat’ 
‘black cow’ 
‘ripe fruit’ 


5.1.1.2. Demonstrative Adjectives 

The demonstrative aujectives express the relative distance 
ot the nouns from the speaker as being proximate, intermediate 
or remote. 



84 


Kuvi Grammar 


i : illu 

‘this house’ 

u : illu 

‘that house’ 

e : illu 

‘that house (far away) 

i : ayya 

‘this woman’ 

u : ayya 

‘that woman' 

e:ayya 

‘that woman’ 


5.2. Derived Adjectives 

5.2.1. All derived adjectives consisting of a single root but 
more than one morpheme belong to this class. The 
following sub-classes may be set up. 

5.2.1.1. Derived from nouns. 

5.2.1.1.1 Nouns used in the genitive case function as adjectives. 

kaddati e:yu ‘water of the river’ 

ho:ruti kamma ‘shifting agriculture 

( lit. work of the hill)’ 

5.2.1.1.2. The oblique-genitive stems of personal pronouns are 
used adjectively. 

na:kanka ‘my eyes’ 

ni.'illu ‘your house’ 

5.2.2. Derived from verbs 

5.2.2.1. Verbal stems with the adjectiva suffix -i are used 
adjectivally. 

rukki ko:di ‘ploughing bull’ 

va:yi a:ku ‘drying leaf’ 

5.2.2.2. Verbal stems with tense-mood suffixes become a jec- 
tives by the addition of-i. 

j-ukkini ko:di ‘bull which is ploughing’ 



Adjectives 


rukkiti ko:di 
varyini a:ku 
vaiyili a:ku 


‘bull which was ploughing* 
‘leaf which is drying’ 

‘leaf which was drying’ 
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5.2.3 Derived from adjectives 

5.2.3.1. Syntactically free adjectives are involved in morpho¬ 
logically derived pronominals by the addition of the 
person-number-gender suffix. 


kajja 

[ na:nu ] kajjateni 
[ ma:ro ] kajjatayi 
[ ma:mbu ] kajjatomi 
[ ni:nu ] kajjati 
[ mi:ru ] kajjateri 
[ evasi ] kajjasi 
[ evari ] kajjari 
[ edi ] kajjayi 
[evasika/evi ] kajja?i 


‘big, great’ 

I [ am ] great person’ 

‘we [ are ] great persons (inch) 
‘we [ are ] great persons (excl.) 
‘you [ are ] great person 
‘you [ are ] great persons’ 

‘He [ is ] great person’ 

‘They [ are ] great persons’ 

‘she it [ is ] great person/thing 
‘They/Those [ are ] great persons’ 


5.2.3.2. Cardinal Adjectives : 

The cardinal numerals rondi ‘one’, rindi ‘two’ have bound 

• • * • • 

forms which occur with nouns. 

ro ga:yi ‘one cow’ 

ri ga:yi ‘two cows’ 

When the cardinal adjective is used the use of the plural suffix 
is optional. 


5.2“3.2. The bound forms ri-, ti:ni, sa:ri, pa:so also occur with 
the word ko<je ‘twenty’ to form the higher numerals 
from forty to hundred. 
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ri kode 
ri kode doso 
ti:ni kode 
sa:ri kode 
pa:so kode 


‘forty’ 

‘fifty’ 

‘sixty’ 

‘eighty’ 

‘hundred’ 


5.2.3.4. When the third person sg. plu. number-gender suffix 
is added to the bound forms ro- and ri- we get 
nouns. 


ro?esi ‘a/one man’ 

ri?eri ‘two men’ 


5.3. Interrogative Adjectives : 

When the third person-number gender suffixes are added 
to the bound form emmin - the interrogative adjectives are 
formed. 


emminayi — which one 
emmina?i — which ones 
emminasi — which one 
emminari — which ones 


(s.g. non. masc.) 
(pi. non. masc.) 
(sg. masc.) 

(pi. masc.) 


5.4. Nominal Adjectives : 

Besides adjectives, other word classes may also modify 
nouns and thus function as adjectives. They are given 
below. 


5.4.1. Words which are basically nouns function as adjectives 
in endocentric compounds with other nouns. 

gorri u:nga 
mellu lennupi 


‘mutton’ 
‘peacock’s tail’ 
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5.4.2. Numerals with or without 
attributes to nouns. 


classifiers can occur as 


rontji illu 

sa.'rijana doilaha 
ti:nigotta melka 


‘one house’ 

‘four boys’ 
‘three peacocks’ 


5.4.3. 


Other quantifiers may be used attributively 

eccoro takka ‘how many rupees’ 

ha:runa ga:yihi ‘many cows’ 

habba jana ‘all people’ 

a:hine kamma ‘much work’ 


5.5. Pronominal Predicates : 

Descriptive, possessive or qualitative adjectives, nouns used 
in the genitive, and oblique stem forms of personal pronouns 
are pronominalized in Kuvi by the suffixation of variants di, 
ayi and vi, a?i of the third person singular and plural non¬ 
human demonstrative pronouns respectively. These forms 
indicate possession. 

The occurrence of the variants is phonologically condi¬ 
tioned, di, vi occurring with stems ending in a long vowel and 
ayi, a?i occurring with stems ending in a short vowel when the 
semi-vowel v is inserted between the vowel of the stem and the 
vowel of the suffix as a sequence of vowels is not allowed in 
the language. 

Syntactically these pronominalized forms function as pred¬ 
icates in the verbless or equational type of sentences and 
are called pronominal predicates. They are co-referential with 
the subject which is always non-human and, which may or may 
not be overtly expressed, and agree with it in number and 
gender. For example, 
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i : hennuni ayyavayi ‘This basket (is the) woman’s’ 
i : hennunika ayyava?i ‘These baskets (are the) 

woman’s’ 

i : hennunika ayyasikava?i ‘These baskets (are the) women’s’ 
i : hennuni na:di ‘This basket (is) mine' 

i : hennuni na:vi ‘This basket (is) ours’ 

i : hennunika ma:vi ‘These baskets (are) ours’ 

i : hennunikanna:vi ‘These baskets (are) mine' 

i : hennuni ni:di ‘This basket (is) yours (sg.)’ 

i : hennuni mi:di ‘This basket (is) yours (hon.)’ 

i : hennuni edanivayi ‘This basket (is) her’s’ 

i : hennunika edaniva?i ‘These baskets (are) her ‘s’ 
i : hennuni evasikavayi ‘This basket (is) their’s 

(hum. fem.)’ 

i : hennuni evanavayi ‘This basket (is) his’ 
i : hennunika evanava?i ‘These baskets (are) his’ 
i : hennuni evaravayi ‘This basket (is) theirs 

(hum.-fem. pi.)’ 

i : hennunika evarava?i ‘These baskets (are) theirs 

(hnm.-masc. pi.)’ 

i : hennuni kajjadivayi ‘This basket (is the) big (fem.) 

one’s’ 

i : hennunika kajjadiva?i These baskets (are the) big 

(fem.) one‘s’ 

i : hennuni kajjasivayi ‘This basket (is the) big 

(hum.-masc.) one's’ 

i : hennunika kajjasiva?i (These baskets (are the) big 

(hum.-masc.) one’s’ 



VERBS 


6.0. Verbs are a class of words inflected for the categories of 
tense, aspect and mood. The nucleus of a verb form is 
the verb stem. 

6 . 0 . 1 . Verb stems are simple, complex or compound. A simple 
stem is a single root; a complex stem has one root 
followed by one or more derivational morphemes ; a 
compound stem has more than one root and may include 
one or more derivational or inflectional suffixes - the 
whole sequence constituting a single nucleus of the verb. 

6.1. Simple stems 

Simple stems are all monosyllabic monomorphemic with the 
following canonical forms. 


a) (c) v : 

e ‘arrive at a place’ 


ha: ‘die’ 


b) (c) v : c 


man 

‘to be’ 

hal 

‘go’ 

tu:h 

‘bear (give birth to)’ 
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(c) (c) V CjCj 

vajj 

kugg 

kicc 

(d) (c) v/qcg 

pinj 

kalp 


—brew (liquor) 
—‘perch’ 

—‘pinch’ 


‘bounce, rebound’ 
‘mix’ 


6.2. Complex stems : 

Complex stems have at ieast two constituents each. viz. 
a simple root and a derivative suffix. The derivative suffixes are 
usually those which form transitive or causative stems. 


tu:khi 

‘swing (tr.) 

niphi 

‘stop’ (tr.) 

hi:vi ki 

‘to cause to give’ 

kapki 

l to make to laugh’ 


6.3. Compound stems 

Compound verbs are morphological constructions whose 
nuclei contain more than one stem. The final constituent of a 
compound verb enters into finite or non-finite verb inflection in 
the same way as a simple nucelus does 

donna ki: ‘to steal’ (lit. thief do) 

6.4.1. Auxiliary verbs : 

Auxiliary verbs are verbs used in a verb phrase as an 
adjunct to another verb. It serves to form moods, tenses or 
aspects of a verb. It also serves to form verbs from nominal, 
adjectival or adverbial stems, (cf. 6.13.) 
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6.5. Verb stems, whether* simple, complex, or compound are 
further divided into three sub-classes on the basis of 
their morphological and syntactic behaviour. 

1) Intransitive 2) Transitive 3) Causative 

6.5.1. Intransitives : 

Intransitive verbs are those 
an object as : 

na:nu va:?~ 
evari hacceri 

6.5.2. Transitives : 

6.5.2.0. Transitives are those verbs which take a direct or 

indirect object. As : 

evasi roti tinnesi ‘He eats bread’ 

ma:mbu pa:lu unnomi ‘We drink milk’ 

Many transitive verbs are derived from intransitive verbs 
by the following ways : 

6.5.2.1. Intransitive verbs ending in a long vowel form the 
transitive stems by suffixing -p- to the verb root. 

ra: ‘finish’ ra:p- 

ho: ‘start’ ho:p- 

kamma ra:tte ‘The work is finished’ 

na:nu kamma ra:pite?~ ‘I finished the work’ 

6.5.2.2. Intransitive verbs ending in a short vowel suffix -k to 
form the transitives 

bo- spill bok- 

e:yu bote ‘water spilt 

evasi e:yu bokitesi ‘he spilt water’ 


verbs which do not occur with 

‘I come’ 

‘Thev went’ 
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6.5.2.3. Intransitive verbs ending in- y- change it to-h~ to 
form the transitive 


do.ka o:yine ‘The pot breaks’ 

I 

edi do:ka o:hine ‘she breaks the pot’ 


6.5.2.4. Intransitive verbs ending in (N) B, where N stands for 
a nasal and B for the voiced homorganic stop, drop 
the pre-final N and change the final B to the correspond¬ 
ing voiceless homorganic stop, sibilant or affricate 
which is followed by the glottal affricate- h- 


1 u: 1 u dambi manne 
na:nu lu:lu daphima:?i 
badga dorigi manne 
badga dokhi mannesi 
hemburi u:di manne 
hemburi u:thi manne 


‘The rope is breaking’ 

I am breaking the rope’ 
‘The stick is breaking’ 
‘He is breaking the stick 
‘The cloth is wet’ 

‘He is wetting the cloth’ 


6.5.3. Causatives : 

6.5.3.0. Causative verbs are those verbs which indicate that 
there are two agents - one causes and the other per¬ 
forms. 

edi po:da?a e:yuta metvikkte ‘She causes the 
girl to be bathed’ 


6.5.3.1. Causative verbs are derived from intransitive or transitive 
bases by the addition of the suffix -vi which has the 
variants -pi ~ -bi mbi ~ -i to the verb stem. 
It is then followed by the verb ki:- ‘to do, to make.' 
The following is the distribution of the suffixes. 

i) when the verb ends in a long vowel the suffix 
is -vi. 
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-na:nu evana?a va:vi ki:tteni 
‘I made him cocome k 

na:nu do:la? a kamma ki:vi kirteni 
‘I made the boy do work 

Exceptions : 

pre:biki: ‘to make to chase, 

reibiki ‘to make to drag’ 

ii) When the verb ends in -r, -f -n, -bi is suffixed. 

ayya do:la?a irbi ki:te 

‘The woman made the boy beat’ 

iii) When the verb root ends in a cluster the suffix 
is -i 

na:nu evana?a pandi ki:te?e 
‘I made him send’ 

iv) When the verb root ends in -n,-mbi is suffixed. 

na:nu evana?a nango venimbi kiyyate?e 
‘I made him tell me ( 

evari nango patka tinimbi ki:tesi 
‘He made me eat fruits 

Exceptions : 

venbi ki : ‘to make to ask’ 

punbi ki: ‘to make to know 

v) When the verb root ends in any other vowel or 

consonant -p- ~ -pi- is suffixed. 
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evasi po:da?a kapki:tesi 
‘He made the girl laugh’ 

na:nu evana?a vespi ki:te?e 
‘I made him answer’ 

6.6. The Finite verb 

6.6.0. Verbs in Kuvi fall formally into two classes, finite and 
non-finite. The finite form of the verb possesses person- 
number-gender marker and tense, aspect and mood 
markers. The non-finite form of the verb does not 
possess person-number-gender reference and all of 
them do not have tense aspect and mood markers. 
These grammatical categories are discussed below with 
reference to the finite verb. 

6.6.1. Tense : Tense is the grammatical category of the verb 
expressing the time relationship of the event or state 
referred to in the sentence to the time of the speech act. 

6.6.1.1. Verbs in Kuvi are marked morphologically for tense. 
Tense in Kuvi is divided into past and non-past act.. 

6.6.1.2. Past 

Past tense is the form of a verb referring to an event or 
state which took place prior to the time of the utterance. The 
past tense suffix is -t—. It has the variants -tt-.—cc-tt-. 

It follows the verb stem which is then followed by the 
person-number-gender suffix to form the finite verb. 

6.6.1.2.1 Verb roots wTich end In any long vowel or any 
consonant othe: tlabn n, 1, n, suffix —t— 

na:nu i:muddi 3etta a:te?e ‘I found this ring’ 
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na:nu evapa?a prette?e 

ma: do:kaha o:yitu 
ma:mbu valka orstomi 


‘I defeated him’ 

‘Our pots broke’ 
‘We broke stones’ 


6.6.1.2. 2) When the verb root ends in a short vowel -t- is 
doubled and suffixed. 

na:nu umba?a ette?e ‘I reached there’ 


6-6.1.2.3. When the verb root ends in a retroflex nasal and -t- 
is suffixed, the -t- is retroflexed and the nasal in 
turn is assimilated to the stop. 

—n -f- t ->■ nt 
nt —> tt 


na:nu e:yu utte?e ‘I drank water’ 

evari ajjitakki hotteri ‘They ran away from fear’ 


6.6.1.2.4. 


Verb roots which end in a lateral or alveolar nasai, 
suffix -t- which is then changed to the palatal 
affricate and the lateral/nasal is assimilated to the 
affricate. 


1/n - H- 



f 1 1 

] } c -*• -cc 

l n J 

evasi ijjo haccesi ‘He went home’ 


evari onda ticceri ‘they ate rice’ 


6.6.1.2.5. Verb roots which 
-t- is suffixed. 
ma:mbu valka o:stomi 
ut^atyi? i ro ^a:lu tuste 


end in -h- change it to -s-when 

‘we broke stones’ 

‘The cow gave birth to a calf’ 
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66.1.3. Non-Past 

6.6.1.3.0. Non—past tense refers to an event or state which is 

not prior to the time of the utterance. Thus the 
non-past in Kuvi refers to the present as well as the 
future. 


6.6.1.3.1. The non-past tense suffix is (f> oo — d ~ j- oo —n. 

(f> occurs when the subject is first person singular, 
-j ~ -d occurs with second person plural when the 
verb root ends in -1 and other vowels respectively, 
and-n occurs elsewhere. The tense suffix is added 
io the verb base which is then followed by the 
person-number-gender suffix. Paradigm is given 
below. 


na:nu ha?! 
ma:mbu hannomi 
ma:ro hannayi 
ni:nu hajji 
mi:ru hajjeri 
evasi hannesi 
edi hanne 
evari hanneri 
evasika/evi hannu 


‘I go’ 

‘We (excl,) will go’ 

‘We (inch) will go’ 

‘You go’ 

‘You (pl./hon.) go’ 

‘He goes’ 

‘She/it goes’ 

‘They (masc. hum.) go' 
‘They (non-masc., hum. / 
non-hum) go’ 


6.6.1.3.2. Present occu s with adverbs of time 

na:nu ne?e ra:yagacU ha?T ‘I go to Rayagada now’ 

6.6.1.3.3. Future with adverbs of time 

na:nu vi?e ra:yagada ha? i ‘1 will so to Rayagada 

tomorrow’ 
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6.6.1.3. 4. Present or future without adverbs of time 

-ambiguous. 

na:nu e:yu mi? I ‘I bathe’ (at the time of the 

speech act) 

or ‘I will bathe’ (at a later time) 

6.6.1.3.5. The non-past tense is also used to express time¬ 
less truth as 

maha:puru kajja manne ‘God is great’ 

6.6.1.3.6. Habitual action 

evasi ra:yagada hannesi ‘He goes to Rayagada’ 

ma:mbu dinomi?e ka:pi hannesi ‘We drink coffee everyday’ 

6.7. Mood 

Mood is the distinction in the verb to express the speakers 
point of view about the occurrence of the event or state. 

6.7.1. Indicative : 

Simple declarative sentences are said to be in the indicative 
mood. It is morphologically unmarked. 

na:nu ijjo hatte?e ‘I went home’ 

evasi re?ila va:tesi ‘He came yesterday’ 

6.7.2. Imperative : 

The imperative mood is used for expressing commands, 
requests etc. 

6.7.2.1. The imperative suffix is -mu oo -du. -mu is used 
when the subject is second person singular. 

ki:mu ‘(you) do’ 

honmu ‘(you) run’ 

horrnu ‘(you) enter’ 


7 
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6.7.2.2. When the subject is second person plural or honorific 
-du is used, -du has a variant -du used after stems 
ending in a retroflex consonant. 

ki:du ‘(you pi.) do' 

hon^u ‘(you) run’ 

hotjtju ‘(you) enter’ 

6.6.7.3. Interrogation 

Interrogation is the form of sentence type which expresses 
a question. 

Interrogation in Kuvi is expressed in one of three ways. 


6.7.3.1. By use of the wh -words. 

ivasi amba:si 
evairi imbiya manned ? 
ningo amba:si pandatesi 
ni:nu e:ni tindi ? 


‘who is this man ?’ 
‘where are they ?’ 
‘who sent you ?’ 
‘what did you eat ?’ 


6.7.3.2. By use of the clitic -ki used as a tag 
(ki is probably borrowed from Oriya) 

ni:nu evana?a vecci ki ? ‘Did you ask him ?’ 

evasi ningo veccesi ki ? ‘Did he ask you ?’ 

6.7.3.3. By rising intonation with a simple declarative sentence. 

ni:nu ti:ndi ? ‘Did you eat ?’ 

evasi hajji mannesi ? ‘Is he going ?* 

6.7.4. Subjunctive : 

The subjunctive expresses doubt, uncertainty, probability 
The suffix is -p. (cf. 6.12.1.3.) 

na:nu kirpeni 

‘I may/can do; I may allowed to do’ 
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ma:ro ki:payi 

‘we (incl.)may/can do; we (incl.)may be allowed to do 
ma:mbu ki:pomi 

‘we (excl.)may/can do; we (excl.)may be allowed to do 
ni:nu ki:pedi 

‘you may/can do; you may be allowed to do’ 
mi:ru ki:peri 

‘you (pi) may/can do; you may be allowed to do’ 
evasi ki:pesi 

‘he may/can do; he may be allowed to do’ 
udi ki:pe 

‘she/it may/cai lo; she/it may be allowed to do’ 
uvasika/uvi ki:pu 

‘They/those/may/can do. They/ihose may be 

allowed to do 


6.7.5. Optative 

The optative expresses desire or wish. The optative suffix 
is -o. The optative verb form is made up of the root, the non¬ 
past tense suffix -n, and the optative suffix. The subject of the 
verb in the optative mood is always the first person inclusive 
plural. 

ma:ro kamma marttino 
‘let us begin work’ 

illu dohni so:tu sa:pu ki:no 
‘let us clean the house’ 

ma:ro maddano jo:mino 
‘let us rest in the afternoon. 
ma:ro tumbiguda tarkihT hanno 
‘let us go walking to Tumbiguda’ 
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6.7,6. Habitual 

The habitual mood expresses an action which was done 
regularly in the past time. The suffix is -i - -vi ~ -bi. 

na:nu dinomi?e ge:de?e rnecceli o:viteni 

‘I used to take the she-bufFalo for gazing everyday’ 

na:nu edani appudu kaddata o:hanaha ho:mbiviteni 
T used to take it to the river and wash it’ 

evasi dinomi?e e:yu mi:vitesi 
‘he used to bathe everyday’ 

ma:mbu dinomi?e tinimbitomi 
‘we used to eat everyday’ 


6.7.7. Obligative 

6.7.7.1. The obligative mood expresses compulsion. The 
suffix is -ayi which is added to the verb root and which in 
turn is followed by the 3rd singular non-masculine non-past 
or past forms of man ‘to be’ 


na:nu hannayi macce 
ma:mbu hannayi macce 
na:nu hannayi manne 
ma:mbu hannayi manne 


‘I had to go’ 

‘we had to go’ 

‘I have to go’ 
‘we have to go’ 


6.7.7.2: W hen it expresses imposition of an obligation on the 
subject the infinitive form of the verb with -eli as the suffix is 
used followed by the form ‘vele’ which means ‘should, must’ 
(cf. 6.12.1.4.) 


nimu haheli vele 
evasi haheli vele 


‘you should go’ 
‘he should go’ 
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6.8. Aspect : 

6.8.0. Aspect is a grammatical category of the verb indicating 
not so much location or event or state in time but dura¬ 
tion, etc. 

Kuvi has two aspects which combine with features of tense 

and mood—Durative or continuous Aspect and Perfect Aspect 

6.8.1. Aspect in Kuvi is expressed by using the verb root 
which is followed by the aspectual suffix which is then 
followed by the auxiliary man ‘to be’ which is marked 
for past or non-past and is followed by the person- 
number-gender suffix, to give the past and non-past 
aspectual forms of the verb respectively. 

6.8.1.1. Durative 

The durative suffix is -i ~ -hi 

The present Durative is used 

6.8.1.1.1. Interchangeably with the simple present. 

na:nu e:yu mi:?T ‘I bathe’ 

na:nu e:yu mi:thi ma:?i ‘I bathe/am bathing’ 

6.8.1.1.2. For actions happening at the time of the speech act. 

ja:<^ata potta:ha ri:hi mannu 

‘Ihe birds of the jungle are chirping’ 

evasi mah?a:pandu tinji mannesi 
‘He is eating mangoes 

6.8.1.1.3. For a definite occurrence of the action or event in 

the immediate future. 

na:nu ijjo hajji ma:?T 
‘I am going home’ 
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neh?u:ri ha:hi manne 
‘The dog is going to die’ 

aa:nu e: saykeli lembima:?! 

‘I am going to use this cycle’ 

Since there is no formal difference between the future and 
present the future durative and the present durative are formally 
identical. 

6.8.1.2. Past Durative 

The past durative is used 

6.8.1.2.1. Interchangeably with the simple past. 

na:nu hacce?e 
T went’ 

na:nu hajji macce?e 
‘I went/was going’ 

6.8.1.2.2. For actions which occurred in the past and continued 
for some time but whose exact limits are not known and are 
not important. 

ja:$ata potta:ha ri:hi maccu 

The birds of the jungle were chirping’ 

, t 

evasi mah?a:pandu tinji maccesi 
‘He was eating mangoes’ 

6.8.1.2.3. For actions which began at some time before the 
speech act and probably continued after it. 

neh?u:ri ha:hi macce 
The dog was dying’ 

na:nu e: saykeli lembi macce?e 
‘I was using this cycle’ 
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6.1.2. Perfective 

The perfective suffix is -a ~ -ha. 

6.8.2.1. The present perfective is used 

6.8.2.1.1. to express a recently completed action 

ja:qlata pottaha ri:ha mannu 

‘The birds of the jungle have chirped’ 

mah?a:pandu sri:ha mannu 
‘The mangoes have become rotten’ 

6.8.2.1.2. The present perfective is used for an action begun in 
the past and which is still continuing in the present. 

na:nu e: saykeli lembama :?T 

‘T have been using this cycle (am still using it) 

evasi dakadarta:na hajja mannesi 

‘He has been going to the doctor (is still going)’ 

6.8.2.2. The past perfective is used. 

6.8.2.2.1. To express an action or event anterior to a past 
action or event. 

mah?a:pan4u sri:hamaccu 
‘The mangoes had become rtoten’ 

ja:data pottaha fi.ha maccu 

‘The.birds of the jungle had been chirping’ 

6.8.2.2.2. To express actions or events which began in the past 
and continued upto the time of the speech act or stopped just 
before it. 

na:nu e: saykeli lemba macce?e 
‘I had used this cycle’ 
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6.9. Voice 

Voice is the form of a verb which indicates whether the 
subject acts upon, or is acted upon, or acts so as to affect itself. 


6.9.1. Active 

Active voice occurs where the grammatical subject of a 
verb carries out some activity or process. 


na:nu evana?a prette?e 
ma:mbu valka o:stomi 
evasi verka sekkinesi 
ra:mu hajja macce 


‘I defeated him’ 

Sve (excl.) broke stones’ 
‘He will chop firewood’ 
‘Ramu had gone’ 


6.9.2. Passive 

Passive voice occurs when the subject of a sentence in the 
active voice is put in the instrumental case and the object of the 
active sentence is made the subject. There is no change in the 
verb. 


The passive voice is not used in the language and though 
sentences in the passive voice are acceptable by the native 
speaker, their use is considered stilted. 

evasi nangotole prettesi 

‘He was defeated by me’ 

valka mahgotole o:yitu 

‘The stones were broken by us’ 

verka evasitoie sekkinu 

‘The wood will be chopped by him’ 

6.10. Other grammatical categories 

6.10.1. Transference 

6.10.1.1. When the transference suffix is added to the verb 
lpot, the verb expresses the transition or carrying 
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over of the action indicated by the verb from the 
subject to the object - direct or indirect - which is 
in the first or second person singular or plural. 

6.10.1.2. The action indicated by the verb may express some¬ 
thing done to the first or second person object, or it 
may be something done for or something given to 
the object. 

6.10.1.3. It is important to note that they are not reflexives 
because the subject and object of the verb are not 
coreferential. 

6.10.1.4. The transference suffix is-a. It has the allomorphs 
a ~ ya ~ ta ~ ja ; the occurrences of which are 
phonologically conditioned and is added immediately 
after the verb root and before the tense suffix. 

evasi edani?T vehnesi ‘He will tell her’ 

evasi nahgo vestanesi ‘He will tell me’ 

evasi ningo vestanesi ‘He will tell you’ 

evasi edani?i vestesi ‘He told Her’ 

evasi nango vestatesi ‘He told me’ 

evasi ningo vestatesi ‘He told you’ 

na:nu edani?f veste?e ‘I told her’ 

na:nu ningo vestate?e ‘I told you’ 

ni:nu nango vestamu ‘you tell me’ 

evapaki henne ‘It will be delicious to him’ 

ningo hetane ‘It will be delicious to you’ 

nango hetane ‘It will be delicious to me’ 

6.10.1.5. The transference suffix is also used when the object 
refers to body parts related to the first or second 
person pronoun, 
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ma:ba:ki ro dondo torgite 

‘My father had trouble (lit. one trouble fell on my 
father)’ 

ningo ro <Jondo torgate 

‘You had trouble (lit. one trouble fell on you) 
nango dondoho torgatu 

‘I had many troubles (lit. many troubles fell on me)’ 
evasi na:koddata kugganesi 
‘He is sitting on my leg’ 

6.10.1.6. When the adverb ‘here’is used the verb uses the 
transference suffix since it indicates that the action takes place 
in the direction of the speaker. 

evasi imba?a va:tatesi ‘He came here’ 

(towards me) 

evasi umba?a va:tesi ‘He came there’ 

In the case of the compound verbs or in the perfective or 
continuous the transference suffix is used in the second verb 
root to which the person-number -gender-suffix is added. 

na:nu nifige hi:ha manjate?e ‘I had given you’ 

na:nu ninge hi:hi manja?f ‘I am giving you’ 

6.10.2. Motion 

The verb in Kuvi may indicate whether the actor undergoes 
a motion towards the location of the action which is away from 
the speaker before performing the action. The suffix indicating 
this motion is -ka — and is added to the verb stem. 

na:nu ujteni ‘I drank’ 

na:nu urkateni ‘I went and drank’ 

evasi sutrikirtesi ‘He aimed’ 
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evasi sutriki:katesi 

‘He went and aimed’ 

cvari e:yumiteri 

‘They bathed’ 

evari eryumikateri 

‘They went and bathed’ 

ayya do:la?a 

‘The woman goes and bathes 

eiyumitkane 

the boy’ 

6.11. Negation 


Negation is the process of making a negative statement. 

6.11.1. The negative suffix is </> 

oo - ?a oo - ? oo-?„ The use 

of the particular suffix is morphologically conditioned in that 
it depends upon the tense in which the verb is to be used. The 
negative suffix always occurs after the verb root and immediately 

before the tense marker. 


6.11.2. Past Negative 


6.11.2.1. When the verb is used in the past tense the negative 

suffix is -?a 


na:nu he:^?ate?e 

‘I did not see’ 

ma:mbu he:n?atomi 

‘we (excl.) did not see’ 

ma:ro he:n?atayi 

‘we (inch) did not see’ 

ni:nu he:p?atayi 

‘you did not see’ 

mi:ru he:n?ateri 

‘you (pi.) did not see’ 

evasi he:n?atesi 

‘He did not see’ 

evari he:n?ateri 

‘They (nrisc.) did not see’ 

udi he:n?ate 

‘She/it did not see’ 

evasika/evi he:p?atu 

‘They/those did not see’ 

6.11.2.2. Non-past negation 


When the verb is used in the 

non-past tense the negative 

suffix is (/) oo -? oo ?o 
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6.11.2.2.2. When the subject is second person singular or 
plural the negative suffix is —?o. The tense suffix 
is (f> 

ni:nu hi:?odi ‘you do not give’ 

mi:ru hi:?oderi ‘you (pi.) do not give’ 


6.11.2.2.2. When the subject is first person plural or third 
person singular or plural, masculine or non-mascu¬ 
line, the negative suffix is — ? 


In these constructions the 

ma:mbu hi:? omi 
ma:ro hi:?avi 
evasi hi:?esi 
evari hi:? eri 
edi hi:?e 

evasika/evi hi:?u 


tense suffix is cf> 

‘we (excl.) do not give’ 

‘we (inch) do not give’ 

‘He does not give’ 

‘They (masc.) do not give’ 
‘she/it does not give’ 
‘they/those do not give’ 


6.11.2.2.2 When the subject is first person singular, the nega¬ 
tive suffix is-?o 

Here too the tense suffix is </> (4.3.1.4.) 
na:nu hi:?o ‘I do not give’ 

The affirmative and negative forms of the verb in the non¬ 
past tense is distinguished formally by the person-number- 
gender suffix the suffix in the non-past affirmative being-?f and 
that in the negative being-?o. 


6.11.3, Durative and perfective negative 

The negative form of the durative and perfective forms 
are formed by using the auxiliary verb hill ‘not to be’ after the 
present or past participles. The verb functions as a double 
negative in that semantically it already implies negation and it 
is further used with the negative suffix. 
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6.11,3.1. Durative negative : 

na:nu da:ra deed hillo?o 
*1 am not opening the door’ 

na:nu da:ra decci hilla?ate?e 
‘I was not opening the door’ 

ma:mbu da:ra decci hillo?omi 
‘we are not opening the door’ 

ma:mbu da:ra decci hilla?atomi 
‘we were r.ot opening the door’ 

ni:nu da:ra decci hillo?odi 
‘you are not opening the door’ 

ni:nu da:ra decci hiila?ati 
‘you were not opening the door’ 

mi:ru da:ra decci hillo?oderi 
‘you are not opening the door’ 

mi:ru da:ra decci hilla?ateri 
‘you were not opening the door’ 

evasi da:ra decci hilie?esi 
‘He is not opening the door’ 

evasi da:ra decci hilla?atesi 
‘He was not opening the door’ 

evari da:ra decci hille?eri 

‘They (m.) are not opening the door’ 

eva i da:ra decci hilia?ateri 
‘They were not opening the door’ 

edi da:ra decci hille?e 
‘She is not opening the door’ 

edi da:ra decci hiila?ate 
‘She was not opening the door’ 
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evasika da:ra deed hilla?u 
They are not opening the door' 

evasika da:ra deed hilla?atu 
They were not opening the door’ 

6.11.3.2. Perfective Negative 

na:nu da:ra decca hillo?o 
‘I have not opened the door’ 

na:nu aa:ra decca hille?ete?c 
‘1 had not opened the door’ 

marmbu da:ra decca hillo?omi 
‘we have not opened the door' 

ma:mbu da:ra decca hilla?atomi 
‘we had not opened the door’ 

ni:nu dara decca hillo?odi 
‘you have not opened the door’ 

ni:nu da:ra decca hilla?ati 
‘you had not opened the door’ 

mi:ru da:ra decca hillo?oderi 
‘you have not opened the door’ 

mi:ru da:ra decca hilla?aderi 
‘you had not opened the door’ 

evasi da:ra decca hille?esi 
‘he has not opened the door’ 

evasi da:ra decca hilla?atesi 
‘he had not opened the door’ 

evari da:ra decca hille?eri 

They (m) have not opened the door’ 

evari da:ra decca hiila?ateri 
They (m) had not opened the door’ 
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edi da:ra decca hille?e 
‘She has not opened the door’ 

edi da:ra decca hilla?ate 
‘She had not opened the door’ 

evasika da:ra decca hilla?u 
‘They have not opened the door’ 

evasika da:ra decca hilla?atu 
‘They had not opened the door’ 

The vowel between the root and the negative marker is 
enunciative because a cluster like 11? is not possible and the 
vowel is either abstracted as that of the vowel of the negative 
suffix or of the person-number-gender suffix. 

i 

6.11.3.3. It may be noted here that the verb root man ‘to be’ 
is declined in the negative only when it is used with 
the transference suffix, that is when the object is first 
or second person, singular or plural, 

na:nu evara?a ha:ti hilla?ate?e 
‘I was not calling them’ 

na:nu mingo ha:ti manja?a:teni 
‘I was not calling you’ 

6.11.3.4. Imperative Negative or Prohibitive 

Ii the negative imperative the subject is always the second 
person singular or plural. The negative suffix is -?a and is 
suffixedi to the verb root. In the singular the imperative suffi< 
does not follow the negative suffix in other words the imperativ? 
suffix is marked by (f >. But in the plural the negative suffix is 
followed by the imperative suffix. 
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ki:?a 

‘you (sg.) don’t do' 

he:n?a 

‘you (sg.} don’t look’ 

ki:?adu 

‘you tpi.) don’t do’ 

he:n?adu 

‘you (pi.) don’t look’ 


6.11.3.5. Subjunctive Negative 

The verb in the subjunctive mood is negated by adding the 
negative suffix after the verb root and before the subjunctive 
suffix. 

na:nu ki:?apeni ‘I may not do’ 

ma:ro ki:?apayi ‘We may not do’ 

6.11.3.6. Conditional Negative 

The negative form of the conditional is formed by adding 
the negative suffix - ?a to the verb root which is followed by 
the tense and conditional suffixes. 

udi va:?atihT na:nu umba?a ha?T 
‘If she does not come, I will go there' 

ni:nu tin?atih! ma:ro hal?ayi 

‘If you don’t eat, we will not go’ 

udi va:?atihima na:nu umba?a ha?atenima 

‘If she had not come, I would not have gone there' 

ni:nu tinji n acci?ihima ma:ro hal?atayima 
‘If you had not eaten, we would not have gone’ 

6.11.3.7. Obligative Negative 

The obligative is expressed by using the connective sama 
‘but’ to connect the clau .e confining the obligative form of the 
verb with the clause expressing negation. 

na:nu hannayi macce sama na:nu liajja hillo?o 
‘J had to go but I did not go’ 
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‘We had to go, but we did not go’ 
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6.11.3.8. Indicative Negative 

6.11.3.8.1. Declarative statements in the indicative mood are 
negated by adding the verb a:?e to the end of the statement. 


kaajja illu 

kajja illu a:?e 

idi addomi 

idi addomi a:?e 

i:na:yuta mannari nehari 

i:na:yuta mannari nehari a:?e 


‘(It is) big house’ 

‘(It is) not big house’ 

‘This (is) mirror’ 

‘This is not mirror’ 

‘This village people are good’ 
‘This village people are not 
good’ 


6.11.3.8.2. By using the form of the verb hill ‘to be’ with the 
person-number gender-suffix in concord with the 
subject. 

u:po:da ojja manne ‘That girl is beautiful’ 

u:po:da ojja hille?e ‘That girl is not beautiful’ 


6.11.4. Negative participles 

6.11.4.1. Relative participles are negated by adding the nega¬ 
tive suffix -?a to the verb root which is followed 
by the tense suffix and the person-number-gender 
suffix. 


va:tateni 

va:?atateni 

vd:tasi 

va:?atasi 


T who came’ 

T who did not come’ 
‘He who came’ 

‘He who did not come’ 
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6.11.4.2. Adjectival participles are negated by adding the nega¬ 
tive suffix —?a to the verb root which is followed by 
the tense suffix and adjectivalizer -i. 


varyiti a:ku 
va:ya?ati a:ku 
va:yini a:ku 
va:ya?ani a:ku 


‘dried leaf’ (leaf which was dry)’ 
‘leaf which was not dry’ 

‘dry leaf’ (leaf which is dry) 
‘leaf which is not dry’ 


6.11.4.3. Verbal nouns are negated by adding the negative 
suffix — ?a to the verb root which is followed by the 
nomir.alizer. 


hannayi —to go (going) 

han?anayi —not to go (not going) 


6.12. Non-finite Verbs 

Morphologically, a non-finite verb does not carry person- 
number-gender in agreement with the subject. Syntactically, 
non-finiie verbs do not occur as predicates of the main clause. 


6:12.1. Infinitives 

The infinitive is the form of the verb which is not inflected 
for tense and cioes not carry the person-number-gender suffix. 
The infinitive.suffix- is —eli — -ali ~ —heli — -jeli. me infinitive 
form of the verb is used. 

6.12.1.1. as a noun 

|-u:heli dassojana ha:tite?e 
‘I called ten persons for ploughing’ 

6.12.1.2. as a verbal modifier 

evana rnunje evasi le:buhu hiyali gurnitesi 
‘In his presence he grumbled to give money’ 
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cvana?a venjali ajjitesi 
‘He was afraid to ask him’ 
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6 12.1.3. predicatively with the imperative form of the verb 
hi- ‘give’ to form a construction which expresses permission 
(cf. 6.7.4.) 

nahge va:heli hiyyamu 'let me come/allow me to come' 
mange varheli hiyyamu ‘let us come’ 
cvana?a vaiheli hirnu ‘let him come’ 

cda7a va.heli himu ‘let her/it come’ 

evara?ava:heii himu ‘let them (m.) come’ 

evasika?a va:heli himu ‘let them (f.) come’ 
eva?a va:heli himu ‘let them (n.) come’ 

This construction cannot be used with the second person 
singular or plural. 

6.12.1.4. predicatively in the obligative mood to express 
imposition of obligation on the subject with the 
form veie meaning should, must. (cf. 6.7.7.2.) 

ni:nu va:heii ve:le ‘you should come’ 

illu pa:rceli ve:le ‘This house should be sold’ 

6.12.2. Verbal nouns 

The verb root with the suffix -nayi is used as a noun. It is 
semantically equivalent to the infinitive form with —eli which is 
also used as a verbal noun, though there are grammatical cons¬ 
traints on its occurrence. 
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6.12.2.0 The verb forms with -eli alternate freely with the verb 
forms in -nayi. But though -eli forms can occur in all construc¬ 
tions where the—nayi from is used the vice-versa is not 
possible. 

Thus 

ru:heli a:hi manne/ru:nai ailumanne 
‘ploughing is going on’ 

ru:heli hacce?e 
‘I went for ploughing' 
but not ru:nayi hacce?e 

6.12.2.1. The occurrence of the -nayi forms of the verb are as 
follows: 

1. When the aspectual forms of the verb are used 
ru:nayi a:himanne ‘ploughing is going on’ 

6.12.2.2. In the obligative mood when there is compulsion it is 
used with the third person singular form of the auxiliary verb. 

ni:vu hannayi manne 
‘you have to go’ 

‘It is good he has to come' 

evasi va nayi nehi a:ne 
‘It is good he has to come’ 

ni:vu i:kamma ki:nayi manne 
‘You have to do this work’ 

6.12.2.3. In statements negated by :?e 

evasi i:kamma kiinayl a:?e 
‘he should not do this work’ 
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ni:vu ra:nda kirnayi a:?e 
‘you should not cook’ 
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6.13. Verb Derivation 

6.13.1. Verbs are derived by the addition of certain verbs 
like 

a: ‘to be able, to become’, man ‘to be’, ki: ‘to do, 
to make’, veh ‘to say’, haJ ‘to go’, tuh ‘to leave’, 
ah ‘to hold’, which act as auxiliaries. 


6.13.1.1. When a: ‘to be able, to become’ is added to nominal 
adjectival or adverbial stems intransitive verbs are formed. 

Derived from nominal stems : 


donna 

‘thief’ donna a: 

‘to steal’ 

anumanomi ‘doubt’ anumanomi a: 

‘to doubt’ 

ripo:ti 

‘report, ripo:ti a: 

‘to report, 


complaint’ 

to complain’ 

6.13.1.2. Derived from adjectival stems : 


u:na 

‘small u:na a: 

‘to decrease’ 

nehi 

‘well, good’ nehi a: 

‘to cure, to 
make alright’ 

6.13.1.3. Derived from adverbial stems. 


tandara 

‘worry’ tandara a: 

‘to worry’ 

bacci 

‘separate’ baai a: 

‘to separate’ 

ha:runa 

‘many’ ha:runa a: 

'to abound’ 

6.13.2. When 

to the same stems the auxiliary 

ki: is added a 


class of transitive verbs is formed. 


donna ki: 
tandara ki: 


‘to steal’ 
‘to worry’ 
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anumanomi ki: 
bacci ki: 
u:na ki: 
ha:runa ki: 
nehi ki: 


‘to doubt' 

‘to separate’ 
‘to decrease’ 
‘to abound’ 
‘to cure’ 


6.13.2.1. The use of these verbs in sentences is illustrated. 


na:nu donna a:?f 
‘I steal’ (I am a thief)’ 

na:nu evara?a le:bu donna ki:teni 
‘I stole their money’ 


nange anumanomi a:te 
‘I had a doubt’ 


na:nu evana?a anumanomi ki:teni 
‘I doubted him’ 

kaddata e:yu u:na a:ne 

‘The water in the river is decreasing’ 

tingulita e:yu u:na ki:mu 
‘Decrease the water in pot’ 

evasi tandara a:nesi 
‘He is worried’ 

evasi ijjo katata tandara ki:nesi 
‘He is worried about the house’ 

mramuta ka:yaha ha:runa a:nu 
‘There is abundant fruit on the tree’ 

ma.'rnuta ka:yaha ha:runa ki:nu 
‘The tree abounds with fruit' 
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6.13.2.2. When veh, ‘to say' hal ‘to go’ are added to adverbs 
like o:re ‘again' verbs which signify repetition of action are 
formed. 

o:re again 

o:re veh ‘repeat’ 

o:re hal ‘go again’ 

6.13.2.3. When tuh ‘to leave' is added to certain stems’ 
verbs signifying that a type of action has been abandoned are 
formed. 

evasi gosseli tuste 

‘He has stopped drinking’ 

evasi evana?a ste:sunta pihatuste 
‘He had left him at the station’ 

6.13.3. When to the derived transitives the causative suffixes 
(cf. 6.5.3.1.) are added and are then followed by the finite 
form of the verb ki ‘to do’, derived causatives are formed 


tandarakirvi kkttesi 
‘he caused to worry’ 



PARTICLES 


7.0. Particles are a class of morphemes which include connec¬ 
tives like the subordinating or co-ordinating conjunctions which 
are indeclinable. 

Particles also inciudc clitics which are also an indeclinable 
class of morphemes and which denote modalities. 

7.1. Subordinators 

Subordinators are a set of suffixes used to introduce a 
subordinate clause or to join a subordinate clause to a main 
clause. 


7.1.1. Conditional non-past 

The form of a verb implying a condition is called the 

conditional. The conditional suffix is-hf. It is added to the 
past participles. When the conditional form of the verb is 
used, the subject of the main verb is optionally deleted. 


na:nu ticcihTha?i 
udi ticcihT na:nu ha?I 
evasi va:tihT ha:tamu 
ayyasika maccihT ha:timu 


‘If I eat, I will go’ 

‘If she eats, I will go’ 

‘If he comes, call me’ 

‘If the women are there 
call them’ 
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na:nu kamma kitiihi i:kamma ra:ne 
‘If I do this work it will finish’ 

7.1.2. Counter factual conditional 

The form of the verb which implies that a conditional 
action counters a statement of an event which would have taken 
place in the past. The suffix -ma is added to the non-past 
conditional form of the verb. The finite verb in the main clause 
is also followed by -ma. This is called the counter-factual 
conditional. 

re?ila hettih \ ma tatte?e ma 

‘If I had seen yesterday, I would have bought’ 

udi vaitihTma i vasi haccesima 

‘If she had come he would have gone’ 

ni:nu tinjimaccihTma raa:ro haccayima 
‘If you had eaten, we would have gone’ 

na:nu kugganaha kamma ki:tihfma e:kamma 
ra:tema 

‘If I had sat and done the work, the work would 
have finished’ 

7.1.3. Temporal 

7.1.3.0. The form of the verb which refers to the time of an 
event in relation to the time of the event in the main 
clause is temporal. 

7.1.3.1. The temporal suffix is —ati- It is suffixed to the verb 

stem which consists of the root and the tense suffix. 

na:nu gohnati pa:ci?f ‘I sing when I drink’ 
na:nu gostati pa :cciteni ‘I sang when I drank’ 
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7.1.3.2. When -naha is added to the past participial form of 
a verb we get the meaning ‘as soon as’ 

hendanaha kakhi:te 

‘As soon as she saw she laughed’ 

ma:ro ra:yagada hajjanaha henno 
‘As soon as we go to Rayagada let us see’ 

7.1.3.3. When— naha is suffixed to the past participial form of 
the verb it expresses simultaneous occurrence of 
actions. 

rkhanaha vestesi 

‘while weeping he was saying’ 

ma:mbu niccanaha kattaha a:tomi 
‘we stood and spoke’ 

7. 1.3.1. When one action takes place after another -naha is 

added to the past participial form of the verb. 

/ 

vessanaha kuggitesi ‘He told and sat’ 
va:hanaha henneri They will come and see’ 

7.1.4. Causal 

The form of the verb which refers to an action which is 
the cause of another action is called the causal and the suffix 
is -taki which is added to the past participial form of the verb. 

ni:nu va:hataki na:nu ni?i 
‘Because you are coming I will stay’ 

ni:nu va.’hataki na:nu nicce?e 
‘Because you were coming 1 stayed’ 
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7.2. Coordinators 

7.2.0. Co-ordinators are those particles which connect two 
main clauses. 

7.2.1. The co-ordinating particle sama is semantically equivalent 
to ‘but’ 

na:nu hannayi macce sama hajja hillo?o 
4 I had to go but I did not go’ 

ma:mbu hannayi macce sama hajja hillo?omi 
‘We had to go but we did not go’ 

7.2.3. When -naha is added to the part participial form of 
the verb hill ‘not to be’ the meaning is ‘or’ 

na:nu hajjeli vele hillanaha evasi hajja hotteri 
‘I must go or he would have left’ 

T) i ir.bu tinjeli vele hillanaha ma:mbu ha:ha mannomi 
‘We must eat or we will die’ 

7.2.4. When edantaki is used to connect two main clauses the 
meaning is ‘therefore, (lit.) for that reason’. 

kadomita pi:yu ri:ha macce edantaki se:nihi 
jabborahi kambitu 

‘The rain fell at the right time therefore the crops 
were very good’ 


7.3. Clitics 

Clitics are an indeclinable class of morphemes which 
cannot occur as free morphemes. They are bound morpheme s 
which occur at phrase or clause level and signal modalities 
like 
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7.3.1. Interrogation 

The clitic ki signals interrogation. Any declarative 
sentence is converted into a question by adding ki at the end 
with rising intonation. 

ni:nu tmji ki ? ‘Did you eat ?’ 

evasi tinnesi ki ? ‘Will he eat ?’ 


7.3.1.1 When the clitic ki is added to the end of two main 
declarative clauses with rising intonation the semantic 
equivalent of ‘or’ is obtained. 

evasi hannesi ki hajja hilla?anesi ki ? 

‘Has he gone or has he not gone ?’ 


7.3.2. Emphasis 

When -?e is added to the stem of any word class it empha¬ 
sizes the reference to that particular stem. It means ‘only’ 


edi?e vat:e 
evasi?e irtesi 
evasi neh?u:ri?T?e irtesi 
evasi neh?u:ri?T irtesi?e 


‘She/it only came’ 

‘He alone beat’ 

‘He beat the dog only’ 
‘He only beat the dog’ 


7.3.3. Probability : 

When ke is added to a verb phrase it can give a meaning 
of probability. 


tinjanesi ke 
mannesi k? 


‘It seems he will eat’ 
‘It seems he is there’ 
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7.3.4. Vocative 

When addressing a familiar person, usually one younger 
than the speaker -de ~ -re is added to the name or to the 
second person singular imperative form of the verb. 

rarmure va:mu ‘Oh Ramu, come’ 

ra:mu va:mure ‘Ramu, Oh come’ 



ADVERBS 


8.0. Adverbs are a class of words which can be used to qualify 
a verb. They always precede the verb. 

Adverbs can be divided into three classes, simple, complex 
and compound. 

8.1. Simple Adverbs 

Adverbs of this class are mono morphemic. This is numeri¬ 
cally the largest class and this class of adverbs are unmarked 
morphologically. They are of three types. 

8.1.1. Adverbs of time : 


re?ila 

‘yesterday’ 

ni:nju 

‘today’ 

vi?e 

‘tomrrorw’ 

ne?e 

‘now’ 

dinomi 

‘daily’ 

eccalava 

‘always’ 

Adverbs of place 

imba?a 

‘here’ 

umba?a 

‘there’ 

emba?a 

‘there’ (far away) 
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te:leni 

‘below’ 

^aggara 

‘near’ 

laggo 

‘on top of’ 

8.1.3. Adverbs of manner 

ra:ha 

‘like’ 

ha:raka 

‘very’ 

di:re 

‘slowly’ 

gatti 

‘loudly’ 

8.1.4. Descriptive Adverbs 

Many words which are 

basically adjectivi 

adverbs depending on their place in the sentence. 

kajja 

‘big’ 

u:na 

‘small’ 

ojja 

‘beautiful’ 

nehi 

‘good, well’ 


8.2. Complex Adverbs 


Complex adverbs are those derived from 


8.2.1. adjectival stems by the addition of -ninga. 


porugu po:da 

po:da porugunihga manne 

kursa a:ba 

a:ba kursaninga manne 


‘tall girl’ 
girl is tali’ 
‘short man’ 
‘man is short’ 


8.2.2. Verbal stems by the adition of -hi 

pinj- ‘jump’ pinjihT ‘jumping’ 

evasi pinj ip injihih T haccesi 
‘He went jumping’ 
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ta:k- ‘walk’ 

na:uu ta:kihl ha?f 
‘I am going walking’ 

8.2.3. Simple adverbial steins by suffixing the ablative -ti to 
which the suffix —?e is added 

na:anga ro?ulati?e nehi hiUe?e 

‘since day before yesterday I am not well’ 
vi?eti?e ma:mbu kamma ki:?omi 
‘from tomorrow we will not work’ 

8.3. Compound Adverbs : 

Compound adverbs have two roots and function as adverbs 
of manner. 

compound adverbs are formed from 

8.3.1. nominal stem -f- verbal stem -j- adverbial suffix -hi 

a:na?ataki sotta ki:hT ta:ki manji 
‘why are you walking with a limp’ 

evasi osso gundukiffit muiyimanesi 
‘He is powdering the medicine finely’ 

8.3.2. adjectival stern -j- verbal stem -j- adverbial suffix -hi 

i:kamma nehikiffi i ki:mu 
‘Do this work well’ 

8.3.3. verbal stem -f- verb stem -f- adverbial suffix hi 

e:do:la mah?a:ka:ya karki karkihi tinji mannesi 
That boy is gnawing and eating the mango’ 

evari hemburi?! atuku atukukihf tinji mannesi 
They are patching and stitching the cloth’ 



SYNTAX 


9.0. Syntax is concerned with the study of the arrangement of 
words in sentences and the relationships between them. 

9.1. Order : 

Kuvi is a right expanding language morphologically, i.e. 
all derivative or inflectional suffixes following the head word. 
Syntactically it is a left-branching language. The finite verb is 
the main word in a simple sentence. The adverb precedes the 
verb, the object precedes the adverb, the subject noun precedes 
the object, the adjective precedes the noun. 

In complex sentences, the subordinate clause precedes the 
main clause. This is the basic order, though the word order is 
relatively flexible. 

9.2. The order of morphe 's in a noun is as follows : 

Noun stem 4 ,ender suffix + 

. umber suffix + case suffix 

ayya simple noun stem 
‘woman’ 

avyaska n. stem -j- num. suffix 
‘women’ 

ayyaskaki n. stem num. suffix -j- dat. suffix 
‘to the woman’ 


9 
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9.3. The order of morphemes in a finite verb is as follows : 

Verb root + transitive suffix + causative suffix + 
motion suffix + transference suffix + negative 
suffix + tense suffix person-number-gender 
suffix. 

veh v.r. 

‘tell’ 

vehn v.r. -f pr.suf. 

‘tells’ 

vehpin - v.r.-|-caus.-|-pr.t.suf. 

‘causes to tell’ 

vestan - v.r.-j-transf.suf.-j-pr.t.suf. 

‘tells me/you’ 

vesta?an v.r.-|-trans.suf.-|-neg.suf. 

‘does not tell me/you’ -J-pr.t.suf. 

/ 

vesta?anesi - v.r.-{-transf.suf.-{-neg.suf. 

-j-pr.t.suf.-j-p.n.g.suf. 

‘(He) does not tell me/you’ 

9-4. One or more words form a syntactic unit called a phrase. 
A phrase does not have a subject or predicate. A phrase 

can be either a noun phrase or a verb phre.se. 

9.4.1. Noun phrase : 

A noun phrase may have the following construction. 

9.4.1.1. Simple noun. 


illu 

ha?ala 


‘house’ 

‘shed’ 
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9.4.1.2. Noun -f- noun. The first noun is an attribute to the 
second noun which is the head noun. 

ir?a illu ‘mud house’ 

ko:di ha?ala ‘cattle stall’ 

9.4.1.3. Pronoun -j- noun. The pronoun may be possessive, 
demonstrative, or interrogative. 

ma: illu ‘our house’ 

i: illu ‘this house’ 

emminayi illu ‘which house’ 


9.4.1.4. Adjective -f noun. The adjective may be a partitive, 
determinative, descriptive or numeral. 


adda manjihl 
ha:runa ka:yaha 
kajja illu 
ro manisi 


‘one ‘a^da’ of rice 
‘many fruits’ 

‘big house’ 

‘one man’ 


9.4.2. Verb phrase : 

A verb phrase may have the following construction. 

9.4.2.1. Simple verb 

varnesi 

9.4.2.2. Object -j- verb 

evanaki hi:mu 

9.4.2.3. Adverb -j- verb 

y nehikihT ki:mu ‘do (it) well’ 

9.4.2.4 Object -(- adverb -j- verb 

evanaki nehikihT hi:mu ‘give it carefully tc him’ 


‘(he) comes’ 


‘give him’ 
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9.5. Clause : 

Two or more phrases form a clause. A clause contains a 
subject and a verb. A clause may be 

9.5.1. A main class, i.e., it is able to stand alone. 

evasi va:nesi ‘he comes’ 

12 12 

9.5.1.2. A subordinate clause, i.e. it is linked to a main clause 
by a subordinator. 

na:nu gohnati pa:cci?i ‘I drink when (I) sing’ 

12 3 12 3 

9.5.1.2.0. According to their function in the sentence subordi¬ 
nate clauses may be either adjectival or adverbial. 

9.5.1.2.1 Adjectival clause. The noun may be modified by a 
sentence whieh is reduced to a clause. This modifying sentence 
has a noun identical to the head noun which it modifies. The 
verb of the modifying sentence is the verb root + tense marker 
-l- the adjectival suffix. If the verb is a compound verb the 
tense and adjectival suffix occur with the last of the verbs : 

pa:cini po:da imba?a manne 
~1 2 3 4 

‘(The) girl who sings is here’ 

2 I 4 3 

pa:cimanni po:da in la?a manne 
1 2 1 4 

‘(The) girl who is si ging is here’ 

2 1 4 3 
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pa:citi po:da imba?a manne 
~T 2 3 4 

‘(The) girl who sang is here’ 

2 14 3 

pa:ci macci po:da imba?a manne 
1 2 3 4 

‘(The) girl who was singing is here’ 

2 1 4 3 

9.5.1.2.2. Adverbial clause. The verb may be modified by a 
sentence which is reduced to a clause. The verb of the modi¬ 
fying sentence is the verb root with the adverbial suffix and 
without tense suffix and precedes the finite verb. These are 
mostly iterative and function as adverbial clauses of manner. 

evasi pinji pinjiki:hi na:ta:na va:ttesi 

1 2 3 4 5 

‘He came bouncing towards me 

1 5 2 4 3 

evasi gurngigurngi ki:h i nafige le:bu hi:yatesi. 

1 2 3 4 5 

‘He grumblingly gave (the) money to me 
1 2 5 4 3 

9.5.1.3. A co-ordinate clause, i.e., there are two main clauses. 

evasi va:nesi haccesi ‘He came and went’ 

12 3 12 3 

9.6. Sentence: One or moie clauses form a sentence. Sentences 
may be simple, complex or compound. 
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9.6.1 Simple sentences have only one main clause. 

evasi va:nesi He came 

12 12 

9.6.1.0. Simple sentences may be of the -following types, 

9.6.1.1. Copula sentences: These are sentences of the type 
noun + noun with no overt expression of a verb, though the 
meaning is understood as ‘to be’. They have the following 
structure. 

9.6.1.1.1. Noun 

illu (this is) house 

1 1 

9.6.1.1.2 Noun + noun. 

ta:ta iliu ‘(this is) grand-father’s house’ 

12 12 

9.6.1.1.3. dem. pron. + noun 

idi illu ‘this (is) house’ 

12 12 

9.6.1.1.4. dem. pron. + poss. pion. + noun 

idi na: illu ‘this (is) my house’ 

12 3 1 2 3 

9.6.1. ' 5. dem. pron. + poss. pron. + adj. + noun 

idi na: kajja illu ‘this (is) my big house’ 

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 
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9.6.1.1.6. poss. pron. + noun + adj. noun 

na: illu kajja:di ‘My house (is) big (house) 



1 2 

3 4 

4 

9.6.1.1.7. 

dem. pron. + noun + poss. pron. + adj + 

noun 


i: illu 

na:kajja illu ‘this house (is) my 

big 


1 2 

3 4 5 1 2 3 

4 



house 




5 


9.6.1.1.1.1. 

Pronominal predicate 



na:di 

‘mine’ 



1 

1 


9.6.1.1.1.2. 

Noun 

+ pron. pred. 



illu 

na:di ‘(the) house (is) mine’ 



1 

2 1 2 


9.6.1.1.1.3. 

Dem. 

pron. + pron. pred. 



idi 

na:di ‘this (is) mine’ 



1 

2 12 


9.6.1.1.1.4. 

Dem. 

pron. + noun + pron. pred. 



i: illu 

na:di ‘this house (is) mine’ 



1 2 

3 12 3 


9.6.1.1.1.5. 

Dem. 

pron. + adj. + noun + pron. pred. 


i: kajja illu na:di ‘this big house is mine’ 

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 


9.6.1.1.1.6. Dem. pron. + noun 4- poss. pron. + pron. pred. 

i: illu na: abbavayi 
12 3 4 

‘this house (is) my father’s’ 

12 3 4 
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9.6.1.2. Predicative Sentences : in which there is the overt use 
of a finite verb. Predicative sentences may be further divided 
into indicative, imperative, interrogative. 

9.6.1.2.0. Indicative sentences are statements. They have the 
foliowing structures. 


9.6.1.2.1. 

Verb 




(evasi) haccesi 

‘(he) Went' 

9.6.1.2.2, 

noun 

+ verb 



illu manne 

* t 

‘(this) Is (a) house’ 


1 

2 

2 1 

9.6.1.2.3 

noun 

+ noun + verb 



ta:ta 

illu manne 

‘(this) Is grand father’s 


1 

2 3 

house’ 1 




2 

9.6.1.2.4. 

dem. 

pron. f noun + 

verb 


idi 

illu manne 

‘This is (a) house’ 


1 

2 3 

1 3 2 

9.6.1.2.5. 

dem. 

pron. 4- poss. 

pron. + noun 4 verb 


idi na: illu manne 

‘This is my house’ 


1 

2 3 4 

14 2 3 

9.6.I.2.6. 

dem. 

pron. + poss. pron. 4- adj. 4-noun + verb 


idi na: kajja illu manne ‘This is my big house' 


1 

2 3 4 5 

1 5 2 3 4 

9.6.1.2.7. 

noun + adv. 4- verb. 



illu 

kajja manne 

‘(the) House is big’ 


1 

2 3 

1 3 2 
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na: illu kajja manne ‘My house is big’ 

1 2 3 4 1 2 4 3 

9.6.1.2.9. dem. pron. -f- noun + det. -|- adv. -{- verb 

na: illu ha:raka kajja manne 
1 2 3 4 5 

‘My house is very big 

1 2 5 3 4 

9.6.1.2.10 noun -}- direct object -}- verb 

evasi nange hirvatesi ‘He gave me’ 

12 3 13 2 

9.6.1.2.11. noun -}- direct object -\- indirect obj. -j- verb, 
evasi poti evanaki hi:tesi 

12 3 4 

‘He gave (the) book to him 
14 2 3 

9.6.1.2.12. noun + indirect object direct object -(- adv.-f- 
verb. 

evasi evanaki poti nehiki:h7 hi:tesi 
1 2 3 4 5 

‘He gave (the) book to him carefully’ 

9.6.1.3. Imperative sentences indicate request, command, 
entreaty. In the imperative sentences the subject which may 
not be overtly expressed is always second person singular or 
plural while the object is always first or third person singular or 
plural. 
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9.6.1.3.1. 


9.6.1.3.2. 


9.6.1.3.3. 


9.6.1.3.4. 


9.6.I.3.5. 


9.6.I.3.6. 


9.6.1.4 

sentences 

9.6.1.4.1. 


second person sg. pronoun -|- verb 

( ni:nu ) ki:mu (‘you) do (sg.) 

12 12 

Second pers. plu. pron. -{- verb 

( mi:ru ) ki:du ‘( you ) do ( pi.) 

12 12 

Second pers. sg. pron. -\- indirect object -\- verb 

( ni:nu ) nahge hi:yamu ‘(you [sg.]) give me’ 
12 3 1 3 2 

Second pers. pi. pron. -f indirect obj. -j- verb 

( mi:ru ) naiige hi:yadu ‘( you [pi.] ) give me’ 
12 3 1 3 2 

Sec. pers. pi. pron. -f- indirect obj -}- verb 

( ni:nu ) evaraki hi:mu ‘( you [sg.] ) give them. 
12 3 1 2 3 

sec. pers. pron. -f- ind. obj -[- dir. obj -f- verb 

( mi:ru) evaraki poti hi:du 
12 3 4 

‘(you ) give them (the) book 
14 2 3 

Interrogative sentences indicate questions. Interrogative 
are 

Indicative sentences accompanied by rising intonation 

na:nu evana?a 1 vecce?e 2 ‘ (Did) I ask him?’ 
12 3 13 2 
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9.6.1.4.2 Indicative sentences with rising intonation and clitic 
ki at the end 

na:nu evana?a‘ vecce?e ki 2 ‘(Did) I ask him? 
12 3 13 2 

9.6.1.4.3. wh- questions in which the question word occurs in 
the place of the noun or adverb which is questioned. 

9.6.1.4.3.1. noun question word 

ivasi ambasi ‘who (is) this man?’ 

12 2 l 

9.6.1.4.3.2. object -j- question word verb 

nihgo amba:si pan<j[atesi ‘who sent you?’ 

1 2 3 2 3 1 

9.6.1.4.3.3. noun -\- obj. question word -j- verb 

ni:nu evana?a a:na?ataki hartiti 
12 3 4 

‘why (did) you call him? 

3 1 4 2 

9.6.2. Complex sentences have one main clause and one or 
more subordinate clauses. The subordinate clauses may be 

9.6.2.1. Temporal 

na:nu gostati pa:ccite?e 
1 2 ’ 3 

‘ (I) sang when I drank’ 

3 I 2~' 

evasi gostati na:nu pa:ccite?e 
1 2 ’ 3 4 

‘I sang when he drank’ 

3 4 T~ 1 2 
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9. 6 . 2.2. Conditional 

na:nu ticcihi ha?T 

1 2 3 

‘If I eat (I) wijl go’ 

~1 1 ~2 

ni:nu tin?atihi ma:ro hal?ayi 
12 3 4 

‘If you don’t eat we won’t go 

2 1 2 3 4 

9.6.2.3. Causal 

ni:nu va:hataki na:nu ni?f 
12 3 4 

‘because you are coming I will wait’ 

2 1 2 3 4 

9.6.2.4. Simultaneative 

ma:mbu tinjih'i venji maccomi 
1 2 3 

‘we were eating (and) listening’ 

1 2 3 

9.6.2.5. Relative 

pa:cci manni po:da imba?a marine 
1 2 3 4 

‘(The) girl who is singing is here 
2 1 14 3 

9.6.3. Compound sentences contain more than one main 
clause. Compound sentences in which the subject of both the 
clauses is the same. 
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9.6.3.1. ni:nu tinji hajji 
1 2 3 

‘you eat (and) go’ 

1 2 3 

9.6.3.1. In which the subjects of both the clauses are different 

na:nu ha? i evasi vainesi 
12 3 4 

‘I will go (and) he will come 
12 3 4 

9.6.3.2. In which the clauses are joined by the connective 
hillanaha ‘or’ 

ni:nu tinji hillanaha na:nu ri:? i 
12 3 4 *5 

‘you eat or I will cry’ 

1 2 3 4 5 


TEXT 

Karmula—da:lu 

1. ro karmulaki ro ga:yi macce 2. e: ga:yi ro 
one orphan-to one cow was that cow one 

dinata nehi da:lu tuste 3. ro dina rajja rukki 

day in good calf gave birth one day king ploughing 

ko:di?T da:iu murnji hacce 4. mu:nji macca:ni 

bull-acc calf smelling went smelling was-whi^ 

rajja he:ndanaha ‘na:ko:di darlu tussamanne’ lccesi 
king seeing as my bull calf give birth is pr.p said 
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5. karmula ‘idi na:<jla:lu rajja!’ iccesi. 6. rajja 

orphan this my calf king said king 

o:pa?atesi 7. karmula rajja ri?a:ri taggu ki:neri 

did not agree orphan king both dispute do 

8. sabbu jana rajjavai?e inneri 9. karmula na:nu 


all people 

king’; 

s-only 

say 

orphan I 

ro taggu 

manisi? f 

takka?f 

innesi, 

injanaha 

one dispute 

man-acc 

bring 

says 

after saying 

karmula or 

taggu 

manisi? i 

parri 

re:ji 

orphan one 

dispute 

man-acc 

searching wandering 

mannesi 10. 

e: samomita 

ro 

nakka evana?a 


is that time-in one fox him 

messanaha ‘imbiya hajji manji re! inne. 11. na: ga:yiti 

after seeing where going are heh says. my cow-gen 

da:lu rajja ko:d?i mu:nji hajjeli?e na: ko:di da:iu 

calf king bull-acc smelling going-only my bull calf 

tussamanne injihi na: dalu hi:hi hille?esi 

is give birth per.pa. saying my calf giving is not. 

12. edaki ro taggu manisi? I parri ma?i injihi 

that for one dispute man-acc searching am saying 

vestesi karmula nakka?J 13. amba:ti?e nakka na:nu 
said, orphan fox-acc then fox I 

taggu dikhi:?i ha'lamu inne 14. karmalu taggu 
dispute settle go says. orphan dispute 
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manisihi ta:pa 

hannesi. 

15. evari 

karmula?a 

men 

near 

goes. 

they 

orphan-acc 

ni 

taggu 

manisi 

emminasi 

injihi 

venneri 

your 

dispute 

man 

who 

saying 

ask 

16. 

ga:raka 

manju 

va:hi mannesi 

injihi 

vennesi. 


moment 

wait—imp 

coming is. 

saying 

ask 


17. taggu marusihi la?iti?e mina?oho putta pettala 

dispute men morning from evening time until 

karmula taggu manisi?f sinnikihf manneri. 18. nakka 
orphan dispute man-acc seeing are fox 

adsomi a:hi taggu manisihf ta:na va:te. 

late becoming dispute men near came. 

19. taggu manisihi icci ja:mu a:na ki:hi macce,” 

dispute men this much time what doing were 


inneri naka?a 20. 

nakka 

pa:lu samduri 

veha 

say fox- 

-acc 

fox 

milk ocean 

dry (pa.pa.) 

hacce. 21 

embati 

mni:ka 

as pa tinji 

macce? e 

went 

there from 

fish 

catching eating 

was 

inne. 22> 

taggu manisiht 

mi:a:ba: dina 

pa:lu 

says. 

dispute men 

your father day 

milk 

samudromi 

venne ki 

icceri- 23. nakka 

taggu 

ocean 

dry-inter. 

says 

fox 

dispute 

manisihi?! 

mi:ba 

dina 

rukki ko:di da:lu 

men-acc 

your father 

day 

ploughing bull call 
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tuhne ki 
give birth-inter 


24. amba:ti?e 
then 


taggu manisihf 
dispute men 


nijjeri?e re! injihT karmulaki 
truth only heh saying orphan-to 


darlu hi:ha tutteri. 
calf give pa. pa away 


Translation : 

An orphan and his calf 

An orphan had a cow One day the cow gave birth to a 
good calf. One day the calf went near the king’s ploughing 
bull and smelled it. On seeing this smelling and licking of the 
calf the king said “My bull has given birth to a calf.” The 
orphan boy said “king! this is my calf”. The king did not 
agree. The orphan and the king had a dispute. All the people 
said that the calf belonged to the king. 

The orphan boy said “I will bring a mediator”, and he 
wandered in search of an intercessor. At that time, a fox, on 
seeing him “Hey! where are you going ?” The orphan said, 
“As the calf of my cow went to smell the king’s bull the king 
says “My bull has given birth to a calf”, and is refusing to 
give me back my calf.’ I am searching a mediator for that. 
Then the fox said “you go. I will settle the dispute.” 

The orphan went back to the king’s mediators. They 
asked the boy “who is your mediator ?” The boy said “Please 
wait for a moment, he is coming.” The king’s mediators 
waited from the morning till evening. The fox came later to 
the mediators. 
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The mediators asked the fox “what were you doing all 
this time. The fox said “The milky ocean has dried up. I 
was catching and eating the fish there. The king’s mediators 
said “Will the milky ocean dry up at any time in your father’s 
days ?” The fox said “Is it possible for a bull to give birth 
to a calf at any time in your father’s days ?” Then the 
mediators realized the truth and gave the calf to the orphan. 
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